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From the Headmaster
This year’s John Lewis Christmas advert 
proved to be a huge internet hit. A young 
boy is impatient for Christmas morning 
not, as it turns out, so he can open his 
own presents, but so that he can give his 
gift to his mum and dad. Apparently the 
nation’s favourite Christmas carol is one 
set to the words of Christina Rossetti’s  
beautiful poem, In the Bleak Midwinter. 
The final verse of that poem reflects the 
same spirit; the poor subject, unable to 
afford a lamb for the baby Jesus like the 
shepherds, makes a gift of their heart.  
All the signs are that we are heading 
not for a ‘bleak midwinter’, but a bleak 
year, perhaps even a bleak decade. The 
gloomiest forecasts suggest a return 
not just to the politically and financially 
troubled 70s and 80s, but to the much 
more fateful 1930s. Unemployment may 
top three million, the markets may go 
into meltdown, the Euro may crash, and 
the Arab Spring may yet yield a harvest 
of troubles. When even headteachers 
go on strike, you know times are hard! 
But I suspect that such times do have 
one hugely positive benefit, in forcing us 
to remember what really matters in life, 
what brings enduring happiness despite 
all – the love and support of a strong 
family, the potential that comes from a 
truly formative education, the loyalty of 
friends, and as both John Lewis and 
Christina Rossetti reminded us, a life 
characterized more in giving than in 
receiving.
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Academic
Exam Results
A Levels
Grade A*  7.0%
Grades A* to A  25.0%
Grades A* to B  54.0%
Grades A* to C  80.0%
Grades A* to E  99.0%

Cambridge Pre-U
Distinction  10.0% 
Merit  90.0%
Pass  0.0%

GCSEs
Grade A*  9.3%
Grades A* to A  38.5%
Grades A* to B  73.1%
Grades A* to C  93.8%
Grades A* to G  100%

Upper Sixth Law Trip
Cokethorpe students travelled to the Old 
Bailey in December where they sat in on 
the very public murder trial of Stephen 
Lawrence. The second case they heard 
was of the murder of a 67-year-old 
man; skilful cross examination had 
the defendant stumbling for words. 
Students then visited former pupil Nigel 
Lambert QC (OC 1965, Swift) at his set 
of chambers overlooking the Thames. 
Here they were able to get an insight 
into the world of a barrister, whilst having 
the opportunity to ask questions about 
entering the profession. The day ended 
in the Royal Courts of Justice where 
the group heard an appeal case in the 
Criminal Court of Appeal. 

Geography Lectures
This term, Sixth Form Geography and 
Biology students attended lectures in 
Oxford entitled ‘Urban Sustainability – 
Myth or Reality’ and ‘The Green Planet: 
A Botanical History of Earth’. The 
latter, given by Professor Iain Stewart 
about the importance of plants and 
ecosystems, was engaging, informative 
and relevant to the Upper Sixth who 
are currently studying the topic of 
biodiversity under threat. Students 
found the day inspiring, particularly 
those applying to study Geography and 
Biology courses at university.

Literary Recitals
Four English Literary Recitals took place  
in the Cranham Library this term:

‘Betrayal’
‘Cursed Be He’
‘Metamorphosis’
‘Nothing To Declare Except Genius’

Editor’s Note
The  icon indicates that a longer 
write-up and/or further photographs are 
available on the School website.

Front Page: Pre-Prep Nativity

Examination Results
The latest examination results show that Cokethorpe not only continues to deliver 
considerable added value but also strong results in absolute terms. At GCSE the pattern 
of excellence established over the last several years has been maintained, whilst evidence 
suggests that the academic momentum is starting to build in the Sixth Form. Last year’s 
leavers worked very hard to achieve impressive A Level results following a relatively 
modest showing at AS Level, whilst the current Upper Sixth are well into their second year 
of consistent effort having achieved an unprecedented good set of AS Level results. All 
indications are of a school in tremendous academic health.  

Philosophy Café
The first Philosophy Café of the year posed 
the question ‘Is humanity really progressing?’ 
Despite technological evidence that we are 
making progress in certain areas of life, the 
lack of definitive criteria by which to judge 
the issue inspired much head-scratching and 
soul-searching. The quality of the discussion 
was possibly the best yet and whilst the 
absence of a stable index was not solved, a 
fascinating idea did emerge: that humanity 
may be defined in terms of its desire to 
progress, and even by its need to believe that 
it is succeeding. The second debate of the 
term pondered the question ‘What’s so bad 
about death?’. A lively discussion failed to 
reach agreement on issues such as whether 
life without death would have purpose, and 
whether death is the spur to great art?

Cultural Trip to Greece
‘Greek culture was unlike any I had ever 
experienced. Within an hour of driving, 
you could go from the bustle of Athens, 
to a winding mountain road overlooking 
lush olive groves. The history of Greece is 
inescapable, and nowhere else was this 
more obvious than in Athens. In the centre 
of the buzzing metropolis stands the ancient 
Acropolis and from there we viewed the 
whole city with equal awe to that of the 
temples that still stand there. At Delphi our 
tour guide led us up five levels of the ancient 
sanctuary, where people would travel from 

all over Greece to pay homage to their 
favourite god. The museums held huge 
statues and the detail and craftsmanship 
made us ponder how these were ever made 
back in the Fifth Century BC! All of us can 
now claim to have run a race at the site of 
the original Olympics, although only barefoot 
and not totally naked as the first Olympic 
runners once had. The trip to Greece gave 
me an insight into the magnificence of 
the ancient world and an overall amazing 
experience.’ 

Lizzie Buckley (Upper Sixth, Harcourt)
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Academic
AOB Achievements
Congratulations to the following 
pupils who were recognised for their 
achievements in their chosen AOB 
activity during the Michaelmas Term:

Stamp Collecting:
George George (Fourth Form, Swift)
Joshua McKenney (Fifth Form, Swift)

Alexander Bryson (Upper Sixth, Harcourt)
Green Power Go-Kart:
Alexander Jobling (Upper First, Swift)

Product Design:
Samara Clark (Lower First, Feilden)
Thomas Christensen (Third Form, Swift) 

Stocks and Shares:
Matteo Catrini (Fifth Form, Gascoigne)
Sebastiaan Evans (Fifth Form, Swift)
Samuel Farrant (Fifth Form, Vanbrugh)

Street Dance:
Sydney Bennett-Miller (Upper First, Gascoigne)
Ben Munday (Upper First, Harcourt) 
Harry Creak (Upper First, Feilden

Revision Sessions
Ethan Bosse and Charles Von Hoven, 
(both Lower Sixth, Vanbrugh) were  
pro-active in setting up and running 
Science and Mathematics support 
classes for pupils in the Third Form 
to Fifth Form this term. Their easy 
approach provided encouragement to 
the younger pupils, whilst some of the 
older pupils have followed their example 
by becoming mentors alongside Ethan 
and Charles.

Marine Technology Course
Fourth Form student George Grime 
(Swift) attended a Marine Technology 
course at the University of Southampton 
during July. During the four-day 
residential the students worked on a 
hands-on design-and-make project to 
build their own ship. George’s team’s 
boat came third in their class.

Trip to Oxford Castle
‘In November we visited Oxford to learn 
about castles and how they developed 
through time. We had a tour of the 
prison with a tour guide dressed in what 
a prison guard in those times would 
have worn. I thoroughly enjoyed the trip; 
it was interesting and I have learnt a lot’.

India Hurford-Jones (Lower First, Swift)

Cooking Competition
Cameron Elphick (Third Form, Queen 
Anne) represented his Scout group in a 
cooking competition at the Belfry Hotel 
in Oxford. His three-course meal (leek 
and potato soup with mini croutons; 
spicy beef mince-filled pancake with 
mustard cheese sauce; and caramelised 
apples and pears with a lemon crème 
fraîche) was awarded first place by two 
chefs from Raymond Blanc’s restaurant 
Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons, where 
Cameron and his team won a day’s 
cookery course.

Lecture by Emma Levine
‘On Thursday 13 October Emma Levine, the 
author and photographer behind the IGCSE 
text A Game of Polo with a Headless Goat, 
as well as other travelogues, came to talk to 
the Fourth and Fifth Form pupils about her 
experiences of travelling and writing. Her 
lecture spanned from her early travelling and 
photography days, to her writing, television 
appearances and documentary-making, 
including all her weird and wonderful stories 
from along the way. As well as Emma’s 
stories being entertaining and at times very 
funny, they also provided everyone with a 
detailed insight into the text we are studying 
and what it is like to be a travel writer. Her 
talk was followed by a Question and Answer 
session.’ 

Henry Plumridge (Fourth Form, Gascoigne)

Diamond Light Facility
Pupils in the Third Form through to the 
Sixth Form interested in engineering and 
science visited the Diamond Light Facility at 
Harwell. By accelerating electrons to near 
light-speed, Diamond generates beams of 
light, ten billion times brighter than the sun 
as infra-red radiation or X-rays. These are 
used to probe structures from tiny proteins 
to develop new medicines, through to rotors 
of jet engines. Pupils were fascinated by the 
challenges overcome to enable this particle 
accelerator to succeed.

Civil War Time Traveller
Upper First pupils saw artefacts from 
the Civil War when the Time Traveller 
visited them this term. The ‘bone crusher’ 
and ‘bacon slicer’ were just two of the 
bloodcurdling weapons used to slice down 
enemies. The Time Traveller explained 
how soldiers recognised each other on the 
battlefield, the formations they stood in and 
the clothes they wore. The lesson brought 
the time period to life, especially as pupils 
were able to use the weapons!

The Apprentice
Third Form presented their campaigns to 
launch Froops to Sir Alan Sugar (Mr Sheer), 
Miss Plum (Miss Jackson) and Mr Fairy (Mr 
Walwyn).The culmination of half a term’s 
English work resulted in a close competition. 
Jingles were played, statistics quoted 
and packaging presented; punning and 
alliteration were techniques of the day. First 
place went to The Fabulous Fruities: Nancy 
Battersby and Heidi Lawson (Gascoigne), 
Sophie Smith (Queen Anne), and Megan 
Bird and Josie Dennis (Harcourt). 

Spanish Exchange
In November fourteen Fourth Form pupils travelled to Seville to the Juan Ciudad Duarte School 
in Bormujos. Pupils stayed with Spanish families and took part in a packed programme of 
events. Each morning the group had Spanish lessons and then together with their partners 
they visited Seville, Cordoba, had free time for shopping and were even invited to a special 
reception at the Town Hall 
where they met 
the Mayor of 
Bormujos! The 
exchange was 
an overwhelming 
success; it 
was wonderful 
to watch new 
friendships 
form and pupils’ 
confidence grow.
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Academic

Biology Field Trip to Preston Montford
In early September Upper Sixth Biologists travelled to the mid-Welsh boarder to Preston 
Montford Field Studies Centre for a three-day ecology course. The bespoke programme 
covered all aspects of fieldwork pertaining to the AQA Biology specification, this included 
analysing and studying freshwater systems, succession and ecosystem management and 
commercial management of the only grouse moor in the south of England!

Play Review
‘Having seen A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream on numerous occasions, I still 
found myself spellbound by the creation 
of the second world of the fairies, 
perfectly contrasting the gritty criminal 
underworld occupied by the lovers, I 
found myself in previously unreached 
levels of hysterics brought on by the 
bumbling and hilarious mechanicals and 
was once again awed by the beauty of 
the linguist, William Shakespeare.’

William Lewis (Upper Sixth, Feilden)

‘Inspired by Design’
On 14 November Sixth Form Design 
and Technology students visited the 
Institute of Education In London for a 
series of lectures and presentations from 
professional designers and inspirational 
speakers. The program of topics 
covered the design and development of 
the Olympic torch where students saw 
one of the only two torches that have 
been made so far. The presentation 
about a fridge designed for the third 
world was of particular interest to the 
students; designed and marketed by a 
young designer who won a prestigious 
competition while at school herself, the 
innovative fridge proved that students 
can deal with and solve real life 
problems in their Design and Technology 
courses without making their solutions 
too complicated. 

The City Madam
Students from the Sixth Form enjoyed a 
trip to see Massinger’s The City Madam 
as part of their A Level English Literature 
course. The seldom performed comedy 
is being studied alongside Shakespeare, 
with students writing reviews as 
part of their coursework. A hilarious 
performance was enjoyed by all those 
attending, and Ally Hutchinson (Lower 
Sixth, Queen Anne) did well not to be 
dragged on stage after some lively 
audience interaction.

Nuffield Bursary
Upper Sixth student Louis Taylor 
(Feilden) was awarded a prestigious 
Nuffield Bursary enabling him to 
undertake five weeks paid research at 
the Mammalian Genetics Unit of the 
Medical Research Council over the 
summer holidays. He was involved in 
the mapping of genes responsible for 
renal disease and was praised for the 
quality of his investigation. Louis said 
it was an opportunity of a lifetime that 
had given him a better understanding of 
the importance of research and its role 
within modern medicine.

Cornbury Festival Article
Christian Field (Lower Sixth. Harcourt) 
wrote and had an article on the Cornbury 
Festival published in the Oxford Mail  
newspaper over the summer. Christian’s 
editorial explored the music festival from 
a newcomer’s perspective.

Public Speaking
Cokethorpe teams put on a good show in 
public speaking competitions this term. Seven 
students were involved in the RIBI Youth 
Speaks competition, where the School’s A 
team, consisting of Jack Cully (Upper Sixth, 
Feilden), Louis Allen (Lower Sixth, Harcourt) 
and Head of School Jacob Booty (Upper Sixth, 
Swift) came highly commended runners up 
with their rousing talk on the life and career of 
Apple founder Steve Jobs. Meanwhile two Fifth 
Form teams entered the English Speaking 
Union Mace Debating competition and 
performed creditably against experienced Sixth 
Form teams. Harry Bryson, Tom Binnie, Katie 
Buckley (all Harcourt) and Molly Williamson 
(Vanbrugh) were all praised for their fearless 
approach to the competition. 

Shakespeare Conference
English Literature and Drama students were 
immersed in the world of Shakespeare on 
their trip to Stratford-upon-Avon. The Sixth 
Formers spent the morning undertaking 
research at the Shakespeare Birthplace 
Trust, just yards from the home where 
Shakespeare grew up. Tasks included 
working through archive material from 
the Royal Shakespeare Company. In 
the afternoon they rehearsed scenes 
from A Midsummer Night’s Dream with a 
Royal Shakespeare Company director. 
The trip was rounded off with an evening 
performance of the play, which was 
memorably and hilariously performed at 
the newly refurbished Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre. 

Scholars’ Symposium
‘Guided by teachers, their own intellect and a passion for knowledge, Lower Sixth scholars 
delivered an afternoon of presentations to the scholarship body, staff and guest for the 
day, Dr Jim Grant, Lecturer in Philosophy from the Queen’s College, Oxford. Harry Fellows 
(Vanbrugh) presented a compelling case for categorising ‘Maths as a Language’; Ethan 
Bosse (Vanbrugh) boggled minds with a presentation ‘On Nothing’, or zero and infinity to be 
more precise; Brian Clarke (Queen Anne) tackled the myths surrounding alcohol’s role in 
prevention of cardiovascular disease; Isaac Staff (Gascoigne) explored ‘Phantom Limb Pain’; 
Hannah Alden (Harcourt) delved into the socioeconomic implications of GM foods; Zoë Mace 
(Harcourt) gave an impassioned exposé into the plight of disabled children in Bulgaria; and 
flying in from the Upper Sixth, Timothy Knight (Vanbrugh) shone light onto Chinese politics 
and the filling of the power vacuum created by Mao’s death. The afternoon was rounded off 
with a discussion, led by Dr Grant, on the Philosophy of Art. It was a thoroughly interesting 
afternoon that gave the presenters and audience the chance to flex their intellectual muscles.’

Jack Bennett (Upper Sixth, Feilden)
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AOB

New Developments

World Challengers
Group One (Led by Mrs Martindale):

Lydia Farrell
Alexander Cade
Billy Kingsbury
Jessica Wulff
Joe Grant
Zoë Cantley 
Shona Stanley 
Jenna Gordon
Henry Daniels
Alex Grout
Hugh Williams
Alex Lord

Group Two (Led by Mr Stuart):
Christie Batty
Nathalie Dixon-Young
George Lawson
Saman Ridha
Oliver Lloyd
Amy Watson 
Eleanor Wood
Gabriel Gavin
James Wooley 
Alyce McNaughton
Georgia Smith

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Seventy-nine pupils will work to achieve 
a Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
this year. Fourteen pupils will also 
undertake the Silver Award and eight the 
Gold Award.

World Challenge
‘In July Fifth and Sixth Form pupils arrived 
in Delhi to undergo World Challenge, an 
experience designed to test physical, mental 
and emotional capabilities. The expedition 
was divided into three categories. First was 
the Project phase in which members helped 
a local primary school by transforming the 
educational environment. Second was the 
Trekking phase. Team One went to Brighu 
Lake and Team two also ventured into the 
Himalayas, trekking up Deo Tibba. Last was 
the deserved Rest and Relaxation stage. 
Locations visited included the Taj Mahal, 
Jaipur (the Pink City) and the Red Fort. It 
was an enjoyable experience and I have  
taken away some fantastic memories.’ 

Oliver Lloyd (Lower Sixth, Harcourt) 

Kitchen Garden Prizes
Cokethorpe’s Kitchen Garden, led by 
Miss Townsend, won a number of prizes 
in the Ducklington and Hardwick Produce 
Association Annual Summer Show over the 
August Bank Holiday. In the Open Classes 
first prize was awarded to the School’s onions 
(over 250g) and carrots (long), and second 
for the desert apples. In the Village Classes 
Cokethorpe claimed two further third place 
prizes for its courgettes and tomatoes. Third 
Form pupils also entered the Individual 
Village Classes, in which Laurence Lodge 
and William Cuddy Watts (both Vanbrugh) 
won first and second prizes consecutively 
for their carrots; David Mallett (Gascoigne) 
came third with his shallots, as did Henry 
Leonard-Taylor (Swift) with his beans.

Cokethorpe Merchandise
The following Cokethorpe merchandise is 
available to purchase through the School 
website:

Cokethorpe Umbrellas
Cokethorpe Shields
Cokethorpe Teddy Bears
Cokethorpe Mugs
Cokethorpe Trinket Boxes
Cokethorpe Cufflinks
Cokethorpe Society Silk Ties

School Lunches Go Local
Responding to requests from 
Cokethorpe’s Food Committee, the 
Catering Department has taken steps 
to source responsibly-reared meat 
from local British farmers. The School 
now purchases local Aberdeen Angus 
steak selected from middle England 
and slaughtered locally, as well as 
Torre Meadow Cotswold Lamb, Royal 
Berkshire Pork and Cotswold White 
free-range chickens. This shift 
demonstrates the effectiveness of 
Cokethorpe’s Food Committee, the 
School’s commitment to providing quality 
lunches and to reducing food miles.

Maintenance Uniform
The Maintenance Department and Mini 
Bus Drivers sported a smart new navy 
uniform with the School logo this term. 

Annual Fund Update
The 2012 Annual Fund was launched in 
September with £18,500 already pledged 
or donated so far. The money received has 
allowed the School to purchase two of the 
projects: an automated external defibrillator 
and a multi-media centre for The Shed. 
This term has also seen breakdance 
classes taking place at Cokethorpe, 
bought with the money raised through 
the 2011 Fund. A small but dedicated 
group of pupils started the class 

as a lunchtime activity and with financial 
support from the Annual Fund, weekly 
tuition has been provided. As a result, 

Third Form pupils Sergei Kundik 
(Feilden) and Ben Tracey 

(Vanbrugh) and Sam Coles 
(Upper First, Swift) were 

selected to 
perform at 
the Oxford 

Christmas 
Light Night 
celebration in 
December.

Cokethorpe Shields
In addition to the Cokethorpe merchandise 
already available, the School was pleased to 

be able to offer parents and friends of the School 
the opportunity to purchase Cokethorpe shields this 

term. The shields, embossed and placed on a wooden 
base with a scroll displaying the School’s name, encompass Cokethorpe’s full heraldic coat 
of arms. All merchandise can now be ordered on the School’s website.
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Lower Sixth Induction Day
Lower Sixth students started their time in the Sixth Form on a high in September with an 
exhilarating day of team-building activities at the Head 4 Heights Adventure Centre in the 
Cotswolds. The Induction Day was designed to give the sixty-six students the opportunity to 
bond and work together on a challenging series of climbing, jumping and swinging activities. 
After testing their ‘Head 4 Heights’, the students returned to the classroom ready to embark 
on the academic challenges of Sixth Form life over the forthcoming year. 

Sixth Form
Senior Maths Challenge
Best in School, Gold Award and 
Qualification to British Mathematical 
Olympiad Round 1 and Senior 
Kangaroo Round:
Jonathan Chan

Gold Award Winner:
Charles Zhang 

Silver Award Winners:
Steven Li, Francis Binnie, Lloyd 
Cadman, Alan Chan, Yinan Wang

Bronze Award Winners:
Isaac Staff, Ethan Bosse,
Cindy Chen, Laura McKenney,
Alexander Bryson, Alice Duffield, 
Charlie Elder, Gregory Muller

The cut off marks were:
Qualification for Olympiad Round 1 ≥90
Qualification for Senior Kangaroo 1 ≥84
Gold ≥ 79, Silver ≥, 63 Bronze ≥ 52

British Museum Trip
Upper Sixth English Literature students 
took advantage of a tailor-made day 
in the Africa Galleries of The British 
Museum, exploring the history of Africa 
through artefacts and art installations. 
Alongside presentations and handling 
artefacts students discussed the value of 
artefacts to gain insight into pre-colonial 
African cultures and the impact of 
contact with the West over the last 500 
years. Some of the most  
thought-provoking work reflected on art 
since independence through creative 
writing, proverbs and metaphors of art. 
The discussion was lively and Sarah 
Longair of the museum developed a 
real sense of academic curiosity and the 
value of research. 

English Revision Sessions
Upper Sixth English Literature students, 
together with Mr Elkin-Jones, met up 
in Blackwell’s book shop in Oxford 
to discuss the finer points of Tomas 
Hardy’s Tess of the D’Urbervilles over 
cake and coffee during the Michaelmas 
half term. After a number of enlightening 
hours they retired for the day agreeing it 
was a great way to revise and promised 
to hold a repeat session soon.

Steven Pinker Lecture
‘Gabriel Gavin, Mr Elkin-Jones and I had 
the privilege of hearing Steven Pinker 
talk about his book, The Better Angels 
of our Nature, at the Sheldonian Theatre 
in November. Steven is the Professor 
of Psychology at Harvard University 
and is acknowledged as one of the 
most influential scientists of our time. I 
learned a great deal about the history 
of human behaviour and the decline of 
violence in the modern age; the highlight 
was meeting the man himself at the 
book signing after the talk. Having read 
his book is one thing, but being able to 
converse with him about it was another.’

Jack Revell (Upper Sixth, Swift)

Oxbridge Workshop
‘As we sat down before a panel of six 
high-achieving current Oxford students, I 
must admit to some trepidation. At first I 
thought we were in for a testing evening 
but as students warmly delivered their 
stories before inviting questions about the 
application process and life at Oxford, my 
initial concerns were proven groundless. As 
their advice flowed, my previous fears about 
applying to such a prestigious university 
seemed to fade as well. The students 
offered a great deal of general information 
and specific tips. They described ways of 
reading around the subjects that inspired us 
and explained how independent application 
and enthusiasm were the most important 
features of a personal statement and

interview. When the discussion turned to 
the interview process, they were quick to 
emphasise the need for confidence and 
a relaxed state of mind. The students 
succeeded in putting a human face on the 
academically fascinating and the wonderful 
educational environment that is Oxford 
University. If the selection process for 
Oxford is demanding we learned that with 
proper preparation and dedication it can 
be rewarding and it need not be a dreadful 
ordeal! Overall, the discussion made for an 
inspiring evening, fuelling our enthusiasm 
while at the same time demystifying an 
institution that can seem sometimes arcane 
in its ways and processes.’

George Lawson (Lower Sixth, Gascoigne)

Science Awards
Louis Taylor (Upper Sixth, Feilden) represented Cokethorpe at the Oxfordshire Schools’ Sixth 
Form Biologist of the Year awards at the Oxford University of Natural History in November. 
Students were given a tour of the museum and then joined parents and teachers for a lecture 
given by Dr Timothy Walker, Director of the Botanic Gardens. Dr Walker talked about the 
positive changes that Biologists can make to reduce the extinction of plants across the world.

Similarly, Gregory Muller (Upper Sixth, Vanbrugh) was nominated Cokethorpe’s Chemist of 
the Year. The award ceremony included a guided tour of Oxford University’s famous  
Dyson-Perrins Laboratory, followed by a spectacular chemical demonstration from Dr 
Malcolm Stewart and Dr Fabrice Birembaut from the University of Oxford; Gregory was one 
of the volunteers who helped explode some of the chemicals,

Jonathan Chan (Upper Sixth, Feilden) was winner of the Physicist of the Year. His ceremony 
took place at the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory on 9 December and was proceeded by a 
fascinating lecture on Astronomy. All the award winners were presented with certificates and 
book tokens.
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Sixth Form
Sixth Form Committee
Students sitting on the Sixth Form 
committee this academic year are:

Katja Beardsell
Jack Biggs
Jacob Booty
Lizzie Buckley
Alan Chan
Jack Cully
Nathalie Dixon-Young
Christian Field
Sophie Fisher 
Alyce McNaughton
Gregory Muller
Thomas Swann
Hugo Van Dorssen
Charles von Hoven
Yinan Wang
Grace Wigham 
Eleanor Wood

French Exchange
‘En octobre, nous avons fait un échange 
avec des étudiants du Lycée Brizeux à 
Quimper en Bretagne. Nous sommes 
partis très tôt le matin et le voyage a 
duré plus que 12 heures! Les Français 
nous attendaient à la gare de Quimper 
et nous sommes partis directement chez 
nos binômes. Le jeudi et le vendredi, 
nous sommes allés en cours, nous 
avons mangé à la cantine, mais nous 
nous sommes promenés à Quimper et 
nous avons visité les Faïenceries aussi. 
Le week-end étant libre, nous avons pu 
passer du temps en famille et certains 
entre nous sont allés en boîte ! Les 
français avaient même organisé une 
soirée pour fêter les 18 ans d’Eleanor 
Wood. Bien sûr, nous avons tous 
amélioré notre français (et aussi notre 
breton !) mais nous avons aussi fait 
de bons amis. La visite a été vraiment 
inoubliable et nous remercions Mlle 
Bennett de l’avoir organisée et sa mère, 
Shirley, de nous avoir accompagnés.’

Timothy Knight (Upper Sixth, Vanbrugh), 
Jacob Booty (Upper Sixth, Swift), and 

Eleanor Wood (Upper Sixth, Swift)

Dave Keeling
The Lower Sixth enjoyed a dynamic 
start to the PSHE and Enrichment 
Programme in the form of a lecture 
from Dave Keeling, renowned writer, 
motivational speaker and stand-up 
educationalist from the ‘Independent 
Thinking organisation. Dave spoke about 
the challenges ahead at A Level, offering 
practical tips for students in ensuring 
that they aim high, in addition to offering 
words of wisdom in terms of time 
management and revision strategies. 
His unique style, blending comedy with 
educational philosophy, encouraged 
the students to think carefully about 
the journey ahead and the best way to 
achieve their goals. Taking ownership 
and investing energy and enthusiasm 
in one’s studies to ensure success 
were important messages to take away 
and the students enjoyed his hilarious 
anecdotes and his bewildering energy. 

Live Lounge
Despite the convivial Friday evening 
atmosphere, students gave highly polished 
and professional performances in the first 
ever Sixth Form Live Lounge. Ella Ashdown 
(Upper Sixth, Vanbrugh) gave a stand-out 
rendition of her own material and covers. 
The Knaves, made up of Greg Muller (Upper 
Sixth, Vanbrugh), Jack Bennett (Upper 
Sixth, Feilden), Jack Wollner (Lower Sixth, 
Harcourt) and Elliott Kratt (Upper Sixth, 
Gascoigne) demonstrated why they are in 
such demand in the local gig scene. The 
largest surprise came from the staff band 
– Mr Galvin, Mr Hughes, Mr Bostwick and 
Mr Forsey – who wielded their acoustic 
guitars with gusto and gave an energetic, 
if somewhat experimental, interpretation of 
chart hits. 

General Studies
The first lecture of the year welcomed 
Lydia Kavina into School to talk about the 
therimin, regarded as the first ‘serious’ 
electronic instrument. Not only a relative of 
the inventor, but taught by him, Lydia gave 
a spellbinding lecture which included a rare 
opportunity to hear this instrument played 
live. ‘Giving What We Can’ was the topic of 
the second lecture by Dr Toby Ord, a moral 
philosopher from the University of Oxford. 
Dr Ord has pledged to give away at least a 
million pounds of earnings to charity and in 
his presentation, he explained how by giving 
to the poorest countries, our money can 
bring far more good than spending it closer 
to home. 

Prefects’ Induction Day
‘For our Induction Day at the start of term 
the Prefects worked together to design 
an innovative facility to put Witney on the 
map. By the afternoon the four groups 
had built 3D models, painted posters and 
written speeches in the hope of impressing 
the judging panel (The Headmaster, Mr 
Maskery and Cllr Mrs Fenton from WODC 
Planning Committee). Plans ranging from 
a luxury spa, to a performing arts centre 
and a garden centre were presented. The 
Gracious Gardeners won, but the day as 
a whole motivated us to continue the year 
working together as a productive team.’ 

Lizzie Buckley (Upper Sixth, Harcourt)

Christmas Fancy Dress Meal
Students adorned imaginative costumes for the Sixth Form fancy dress Christmas meal at 
the end of the term. The arrival of the 101 (almost) Dalmatians was met with laughter, as 
was an Virgin Atlantic pilot and an all-female cabin crew circa 1986. The glamorous ladies 
appeared to include Head of School Jacob Booty (Upper Sixth, Swift) and Deputy Head of 
School Jack Cully (Upper Sixth, Feilden), but such was the quality of the transformation that 
it is difficult to confirm this rumour! The evening continued with a meal and was followed by 
speeches, awards and the swapping of Secret Santa presents. Mr Galvin rounded off the 
evening by leading everyone in a rousing rendition of The Twelve Days of Christmas. 



8

The Arts
Arsenic and Old Lace
Cast
Precious Postlethwaite  Katie Buckley
Rosemary Waffle-Hunter Emily Thompson
Cindy Hardwick Oonagh Ryley
Lettice Green Katie Jenkins
Elsie Burleigh-Carson Lauren Bates-Brownsword
Mortimer Brewster William Lewis
Martha Brewster Zoë Mace
Abby Brewster Ella Ashdown
Elspeth Brewster Rachel Wood
Teddy Brewster Brian Clarke
Reverend Harper Thomas Amor
Marion Harper Charlotte Ferryman
Elaine Harper Bethany Mulloy
Jonathan Brewster George Lawson
Doctor Einstein  Timothy Knight
PC Brody Fraser Logue
PC Hare Jack Revell
PC O’Hara Christian Field
WPC Slater Marion Bird
WPC Lewis Jessica Williams 
Superintendent Rooney Louis Allen
Mr Witherspoon Miles Beirouti
Matron Saskia Kovandzich
Mr Gibbs Harry Norton-Shaw

Crew and Production
Director Mrs C Hooper
Assisted By  Miss G Ringham
     Mr T Walwyn
Lighting Mr T Galvin

Nathan Black
 Alexander Owen
Sound   Mr T Walwyn
Makeup Mrs J Curry
Costumes and Props Mrs L Mace
Set Design and Build Mr P Warner
Assisted By Miss S Warner
 Mr S Warner
 Mrs L Mace
 Mr P Mace

Mrs J Brightman

LAMDA
LAMDA (The London Academy of Music 
and Dramatic Arts) is one of the leading 
drama schools and conducts the most 
eminent set of public examinations in 
speech and drama. Students from the 
Arts Academy, together with students 
who attended the Junior School LAMDA 
lunchtime sessions, were examined in 
front of a visiting examiner, on Monday 
5 December. They all worked very hard 
for their exams ranging from Grade 1 to 
Grade 6, and will find out their results in 
the Lent Term.

Inter-House Drama
The theme for this year’s Inter-House 
Drama Competition will be ‘Public 
Information Films’. Each House will 
write, direct and perform their own 
unique pieces, which will be performed 
in the Lent Term. They will also nominate 
a solo performer to interpret a scripted 
monologue. This has always been 
an immensely popular event and an 
entertaining and competitive afternoon is 
anticipated.

Arsenic and Old Lace
The Senior School Christmas production of 
Arsenic and Old Lace was another hugely 
successful production that could have 
graced the boards of any professional stage. 
The Shed was transformed into the Brewster 
household in 1940, bedecked with family 
portraits and Christmas decorations, while 
outside the sash window the snow fell for 
the duration of the play. The laugh-out-loud 
script had the audience gripped from start 
to finish, and there were some remarkable 
performances from the cast. William Lewis 
(Upper Sixth, Feilden) was compelling in his 
portrayal of Mortimer Brewster; his comic 
timing was perfect, as was his increasing 

anxiety when he discovered the truth behind 
his aunts’ ‘charity work’: helping to dispatch 
lonely bachelors. The elderly, endearing 
and extremely funny Brewster sisters 
were brilliantly played by Ella Ashdown 
(Upper Sixth, Vanbrugh), Rachel Wood 
(Upper Sixth, Gascoigne) and Zoë Mace 
(Lower Sixth, Harcourt). When the errant 
nephew Jonathan arrived with his personal 
surgeon, the household was thrown into 
further chaos. George Lawson (Lower Sixth, 
Gascoigne) was terrifying as the clinically 
insane Jonathan and Timothy Knight (Upper 
Sixth, Vanbrugh) hilarious as the deranged 
Doctor Einstein. 

Blue Remembered Hills
Fifth Form pupils presented their extracts 
from Dennis Potter’s Blue Remembered 
Hills during their Controlled Assessments for 
GCSE Drama. This was a challenging test 
that yielded some excellent results. 

The pupils had to master the West Country 
accent and create the difficult balance 
between comedy and tragedy in this classic 
drama which emphasises the darker aspects 
of children’s innocence and imagination. 
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The Arts
Theatre Trips
Speechless
The Sixth Form Theatre Studies 
students were treated to a mesmerising 
piece of original theatre at the Northwall 
Arts Centre in Oxford. Speechless by 
Shared Experience concerned the true 
story of identical twins whose symbiotic 
relationship renders them incapable of 
communicating with the outside world. 
A lack of understanding by adults forces 
the twins on a path towards obsession, 
abuse and incarceration. This 
heartbreaking story was vividly brought 
to life with movement, innovation and 
outstanding performances – it gave the 
students plenty to think about when 
devising their own pieces over the 
coming year.

1 Beach Road
Upper Sixth Drama students saw 
Redcape Theatre’s devised drama 
1 Beach Road in September at Malvern 
Forum Theatre. The link between 
coastal erosion and the early onset of 
dementia was very cleverly conceived 
and communicated in this thoughtful 
two-hander. Based on the fate of the 
inhabitants of Happisburgh in Norfolk, 
the audience was captivated as the sea 
claimed the unfortunate inhabitants’ 
houses while for one woman, the 
worsening disease of Alzheimer’s 
washed away her memories and future.

Blood Brothers
The Third Form went to see Willy 
Russell’s popular musical Blood 
Brothers in the West End after having 
studied it in Drama lessons this term. 
The pupils were a credit to the School 
and all really enjoyed the experience.

Lent Term Drama
Upper First Physical Theatre
Wednesday 25 January 2012
12.30pm, The Shed
No reservation required

Little Shop of Horrors
Wednesday 21, Thursday 22 and Friday 
23 March 2012
7.30pm, The Shed
Tickets must be purchased in advance

Tickets can be reserved through the 
School Box Office: 01993 892338 or 
boxoffice@cokethorpe.org

Notable Mime Artists
Samuel Avital 
Tony Brown 
Lon Chaney 
Charlie Chaplin 
Michel Courtemanche 
Adam Darius 
Jean-Gaspard Debureau 
Étienne Decroux 
Buster Keaton
Harold Lloyd 
Harpo Marx
Jacques Tati
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Drama Scholars’ Showcase
The Drama Scholars treated their audience to 
another impressive lunchtime showcase, with 
some emotional and detailed performances 
and some brilliant character portrayals. Saskia 
Kovandzich’s (Fifth Form, Harcourt) teenage 
cancer patient, Miles Beirouti’s (Fifth Form, Queen 
Anne) bullied schoolboy, Rachel Wood’s (Upper 
Sixth, Gascoigne) distraught daughter and 
Ella Ashdown’s (Upper Sixth, Vanbrugh) 
downtrodden wife all made for an 
emotional and heart-rendering ensemble. 
Some light relief was provided by George 
Lawson (Lower Sixth, Gascoigne) who 
gave an hilarious sketch of the brilliantly 
scatty Tommy Cooper. It is testament 
to the abilities of these scholars that 
they are able to rouse such a genuine 
emotional reaction in their audience 
and to transport them into their 
imagined worlds. 

Theatre In Education
Fifth Form Drama pupils presented a variety 
of PSHE topics to the Junior School children 
as part of their GCSE course in November. 
Year 2 saw Making Friends, an adaptation 
of Little Red Riding Hood that culminated 
with the wolf learning some lessons about 
what makes a good friend. Cheapy Jet took 
Years 3 and 4 on a flight to Madagascar, 
which was hijacked by The Bad Food Gang 
who wanted to divert to Candy Land. This 
fast-paced production explored the topics 
of staying safe and making healthy choices. 
Years 5 and 6 were treated to humorous 
presentations on the environment. In the 
first, Doctor Polluto’s evil plan to pollute the 
world was thwarted by Enviro Man and his 
team. Global warming was the second topic, 
and saw the valiant Eco Warriors battle the 
evil General Waste. The Juniors agreed that 
the performances were not only educational 
and informative but tremendously 
entertaining. 

Lower First Mime
The Lower First took to the stage in 
November to present their Mime. L1B began 
with The School of Magic which involved 
the whole class. This was followed by The 
Olympics, The Babysitters and The Murder, 
performed by members of L1D. L1C then 
presented short, smaller group work 

including The Tennis Match, The 
Interrogation, The Rugby Match and The 
Robbery. To round off the performances L1A 
presented two pieces: ‘Till Death Us Do Part 
and The Circus. All in all there were some 
lovely enactments, accompanied by music 
highlighting the strong ensemble work.  
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The Arts
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Recent Music Exams
Grade 8
Elliot Kratt Drum Kit 

Intermediate Certificate
Fraser Logue Singing 
Melanie Severn Singing 

Grade 6
Katherine Woolley Flute 
Katherine Woolley Oboe 

Grade 5
Fraser Logue Theory 
Connie Manning Singing 

Grade 4
Jessica Williams Clarinet 

Grade 3
Jamie Langford Electric Guitar 
Jamie Langford Drum Kit 
David Owen Cornet

Grade 2
Maisie Coolman Singing 
Evie Garbutt Singing 
Kate Hooper Singing 
Jamie Langford Electric Guitar 
Teyte Skinner Singing 

Grade 1
Sam Bird Violin 
William Cowley Guitar 
Emily Hastings Drum Kit 
Cameron Knox Piano 
Jamie Langford Drum Kit 
Laurel Mulloy Drum Kit 
Alexander Wallace Guitar
Lydia Wannell Piano 
Grace Wood Flute

Arts Academy Members
Pupils that attended the Arts Academy 
during the Michaelmas Term were:

Lauren Bates-Brownsword
Mia Biles
Sam Biles
Katie Buckley
Wilf Cartwright
Alexander Cooper
Anna De Buriatte Moglia
Tom Drake
Aimee Epelle
Christian Ettinger
Harry Fellows
Caleb Fleming
Kate Foster
Harry Hastings
Kate Hooper
India Hurford-Jones
Jamie Langford
Harry Lovibond
Ellie Mcbride
Henry Plumridge
Daniel Pye
Alexander Reid
Verity Smith
Cam Spilsbury
Harry Steel
Jess Steel
Emily Thompson
Richard Thompson
Richard Turner
Rosie Turner
Lydia Wannell
Anna Withey

St Cecilia Concert
The Jazz Band opened the concert in style 
and returned to play two tracks by Miles 
Davis at the end of the evening. As usual the 
winners of solo classes in the recent  
Inter-House Music Competition also 
performed. Polished individual performances 
came from Harry Fellows (Lower Sixth, 
Vanbrugh) playing guitar, Lissi Mason 
(Upper Sixth, Queen Anne) singing, Isaac 
Staff (Lower Sixth, Gascoigne) on piano and 
Elliot Kratt (Upper Sixth, Gascoigne) who 
provided a drum solo.

The Soul Singers performed two groups 
of items, including captivating a cappella 
sections. Hints of the exciting future of 
chamber music at Cokethorpe was given in 
polished performances by both the Lower 
House and Senior Clarinet Quartets. The 
Schola Cantorum presented two popular 
secular arrangements: Why do Fools Fall in 
Love? and a particularly well-received Moon 
River from Breakfast at Tiffany’s. The First 
Orchestra delighted with performances of 
the themes from Star Wars, Elgar’s Pomp 
and Circumstance March No.1 and Holst’s 
Jupiter from The Planets.

Music Recitals
Music Scholars opened the term’s recital 
programme and set the tone for the year to 
come with a programme of pieces ranging 
from Beethoven, Chopin and Mendelssohn, 
to some favourite show songs. Sixth Form 
students followed this with an equally 
arresting recital. James Ellacott (Lower 
Sixth, Feilden) played Song Without Words 
with control and fluidity, while Harry Fellows 
(Lower Sixth, Vanbrugh) on guitar, gave 
an original performance that incorporated 
an innovative ‘looping’ technology. Jack 
Wollner (Lower Sixth, Harcourt) took to the 
stage on guitar, accompanying Gregory 
Muller (Upper Sixth, Vanbrugh) in singing 
Ben Howard’s folk-inspired song Old Pine. 
Hanna Young (Lower Sixth, Swift) then gave 
a supreme deep R’n’B soul rendition of 
Gershwin’s classic Summertime. Spencer 
Buckley (Upper Sixth, Gascoigne) played an 
original, hypnotic and trance-like piece for 
electric guitar, digital synthesizer and drum 
programming. Finally, Zoë Mace (Lower 
Sixth, Harcourt) performed a truly heartfelt 
performance of You Raise Me Up by Rolf 
Lovland, with special guest Ellen Garbutt 
(Fourth Form, Feilden). 

Choral Evensong
This term’s Choral Evensong focused on 
the theme of joy and used musical pieces 
composed in the Twentieth Century. This 
included the setting of the Magnificat and 
Nunc Dimittis in A by William Harris, My Eyes 
for Beauty Pine by Herbert Howells, and the 
setting of the Preces and Responses by the 
Oxford composer, Grayston Ives. 

Schools Prom
In November Oliver Parker (Fifth Form, 
Feilden) was one of 3,000 young musicians 
from around the country to perform at the 
Music for Youth’s Schools Prom at the 
Royal Albert Hall. Oliver, who plays for the 
Oxfordshire Youth Orchestra, joined 70 other 
musicians and a 500-strong massed choir on 
stage for the final evening of the concert. 

Arts Academy
The all-new Cokethorpe Arts Academy 
launched this term. Amidst great excitement 
and enthusiasm over thirty pupils with an 
interest in expressive arts attended the 
Drama or Music sessions on Saturdays 
to hone their dramatic or musical skills. 
The ten-week course culminated in a 
showcase for parents and friends, which 
ranged from monologues and duologues to 
devised group pieces in drama and debut 
performances of original compositions to full-
scale jazz jamming sessions on the music 
side. Those enrolled on the Drama course 
also took a formal LAMDA examination 
in December. Places for the Lent Term 
Academy are already full and expectations 
for the next showcase are high. 
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Cartoon Competition
Pupils in the Lower First designed a cartoon 
strip based around the theme of ‘school 
life’ for a competition in the Art Department 
this term. The response was excellent, 
with many imaginative entries. After much 
discussion third prize was given to Samara 
Clark (Feilden) and second prize to Katie 
Foster (Harcourt). The overall winning 
design was that of Maddie Garrett (Feilden), 
who received cinema tickets to see the new 
animated movie Arthur Christmas.

The Arts
Hereford Festival
The 2011 Hereford Photography 
Festival programme spanned the broad 
theme of Movement, be that political, 
geographical or physical. As well as 
Robbie Cooper, students saw the work 
of other international photographers 
including Vanessa Winship and George 
Georgiou, currently exhibiting at MOMA 
in New York.

Christmas Cards
Cokethorpe’s Art Scholars produced 
the artwork for the School’s Christmas 
Cards this year. The card was made up 
of the designs of (from left to right):

Emily Nolan (Lower Sixth, Harcourt) 
Gabriella Evans (Lower Sixth, Swift)
Will Cunnington (Fifth Form, Gascoigne)
George Hudson (Upper First, Gascoigne)

The Cokethorpe Plinth
The School are now considering 
installation ideas for the next 
Cokethorpe Plinth exhibit. This exciting 
opportunity for an aspiring artist to see 
their work displayed around Cokethorpe 
is open to all those connected to the 
School. Please email Mrs Clapton, 
Headmaster’s Secretary, at
hmsec@cokethorpe.org to submit an 
application.

Head Chorister
James Ellacott (Lower Sixth, Feilden) 
was appointed Head Chorister this 
term and will be assisted by the new 
Deputy Head Chorister, Ellen Garbutt 
(Fourth Form, Feilden). Both pupils 
were presented with medals to wear 
with their robes before this term’s 
Choral Evensong. James’s predecessor, 
Freddie Miles (OC 2011, Gascoigne), 
left Cokethorpe this summer to take up 
a place to study Music at Birmingham 
Conservatoire.

Choirs’ Festival
Members of the Schola Cantorum spent 
an afternoon singing in Oxford’s Christ 
Church Cathedral as part of the annual 
Oxfordshire Choirs’ Festival. This was 
the first time that any of the choir had 
sung in the Cathedral and it was a truly 
inspiring experience. The choristers took 
tea in the Hall of Christ Church College 
before ending the day by singing a 
festival evensong service. 

Photography Trip to Hereford Photography Festival
Sixth Form Photography students went to the Hereford Photography 
Festival in November, where they saw Robbie Cooper’s ‘Immersion’ project 
(pictured). The series of moving portraits capture the facial expressions of 
subjects immersed in watching TV or computer screens.

Art and Textiles Trip to Rome
‘Landing in Rome we settled in to our hotel 
and quickly devoured traditional Italian 
pizzas. The next day we awoke startled by 
the rain, thunder and lightning and failed to 
make it to the Colosseum despite a frantic 
effort. Luckily enough the weather was 
perfect for the following days, which was just 
as well as we walked everywhere. The trip 
was filled with visits to many fantastic places 
including the Sistine Chapel and St Peter’s 
Basilica. All were incredibly extravagant, 
showcasing amazing ceilings and stunning 
paintings. We also visited the Vatican 

Museum, a labyrinth of endless rooms full 
of rich tapestries, magnificent sculptures 
and iconic paintings that had everyone 
captivated. The Trevi Fountain was another 
incredible sight, which was beautifully lit up 
by the butter gold sun. Everything we visited  
will be useful in all of our work, whether 
GCSE or A Level. A final highlight of the trip 
was the gallons of ice cream consumed by 
everyone. It lived up successfully to all of our 
expectations.’ 

Nathalie Dixon-Young
(Lower Sixth, Gascoigne)
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Sport
Sports Captains
Athletics  Amy Brooker
Cricket  Jack Biggs
Hockey  Jenna Gordon
Kayaking Louis Allen
Netball  Alyce McNaughton
Rugby  Henry Purdy
Clay Pigeon Shooting  Ethan Bosse
Soccer  Alex Cade
Tennis  Lulu Revell

1st XV Rugby Results
Abingdon School  9–15 L 
Akeley Wood School  62–0 W  
King Edward’s, Stratford 14-10  W  
Watford Boys’ Grammar  11–12  L  
St Columba’s School  40–10   W  
Sir Thomas Rich’s Grammar  27–18  W 
Pate’s Grammar School  19–18  W  
Magdalen College School  18–19  L  
Chipping Norton School  53–0  W  
The Royal Latin School  72–0  W 
Burford School  63–5  W  
Reading School 21–5  W 
Henley College 31–0 W  

1st XI Hockey Results
Tudor Hall School  4–3  W
Akeley Wood School  4–3  W
Headington School 4–0  W
St Edward’s School 2–1 L
Oxford High School  1–3 L
Magdalen College School  6–0 W
Pangbourne College  4–3 L

Players of the Week
This term the following pupils were 
nominated for their commitment, effort or 
achievement in hockey or rugby:

Hockey
Louisa Flaherty (Year 6, Gwyn)
Lulu Revell (Lower Sixth, Swift)
Izzy Smith (Fourth Form, Harcourt)
Sophie Drake (Year 6, Symonds)
Frankie Brown (Year 5, Baker)
Maddie Garrett (Lower First, Feilden)
Annabel Clark (Year 6, Lockwood)
Sophie Fisher (Upper Sixth, Feilden)
Evie Phillips (Lower First, Swift)
Rosie Turner (Fifth Form, Feilden)

Rugby
Thomas Smith (Upper First, Swift)
Jon Beardsell (Fifth Form, Feilden)
David Mallett (Third Form, Gascoigne)
Joshua Poole (Lower Sixth, Gascoigne)
Thomas Smith (Upper First, Swift)
Will Millett (Lower Sixth, Harcourt)
Joe Whittington (Upper First, Gascoigne)

Clay Pigeon Shooting
A shooting squad of Cokethorpe boys 
and girls shot against Stowe School 
at the Oxfordshire Shooting ground, 
Enstone in early November. Twelve 
guns from each school competed in a 
tournament, with Cokethorpe beating 
Stowe by the narrow margin of four clays. 

Sports Tour to Barbados
Over the October half term sixteen senior netball and hockey players travelled to Barbados 
to play a number of local teams. The tour proved to be a truly memorable experience with the 
hockey girls drawing with the premier team and the netball girls winning and playing some 
outstanding matches. The pupils also trekked across part of the island and proved to be quite 
talented on the karaoke. The girls also managed to find some time to relax, spending a day 
on a catamaran and snorkelling with turtles.

Hockey
The 1st XI started the season well winning games against Tudor Hall, Akeley Wood and 
Headington, only narrowly missing out on qualification for regional finals when they lost 2–1 
to St Edward’s, Oxford. The 2nd XI, U15s and U14s all put in some excellent performances 
including the 2nd XI’s 2–1 win against Tudor Hall, the U15’s 5–3 win against Shiplake’s 1st XI 
and the U14’s 4–0 victory against Kingham Hill. At the lower end of the School the U13A and 
U12A teams went unbeaten for the whole season; an incredible achievement considering 
they have played a record number of fixtures. Team of the season must go to the talented 
U12s who scored twenty-three goals in total, conceding only four.

Rugby
The 1st XV had large shoes to fill, however, an early defeat to a good 
Abingdon side revealed character, and the 
team had another excellent season 
culminating in a 31–0 victory over 
Henley in the county cup final. Nine 
victories out of a possible twelve 
could not have been envisaged at 
the start of the season. The U16s should be pleased 
with their efforts, recording eight wins out of fifteen, 
while the U15s have shown signs of great promise 
and should have beaten Burford in the county cup 
semi final. It has not been a vintage season for 
the U14s, with only one win out of ten matches; 
extra Christmas pudding is advisable. The U13s 
have gone from strength-to-strength, playing a 
tremendous brand of rugby and registering just 
one loss in their thirteen matches. The U12s 
suffered a few defeats before stringing some 
victories together to achieve a 50% success rate.

Netball
Cokethorpe’s netball teams had a successful 
term, most notably triumphing over nineteen 
other schools from across Oxfordshire in the 
U19 County Cup Championships. The squad, 
captained by Alyce McNaughton (Upper Sixth, 
Gascoigne), eventually went two goals clear in 
the final against Lord Williams’s. The U14s also 
did well, playing fabulously in the Oxfordshire 
Schools’ Championships. Alexandra Cross (Third 
Form, Gascoigne) and Josie Dennis (Third Form, 
Harcourt) did particularly well catching the eye of 
the Oxfordshire Academy Coach and were later 
invited to join the academy development training.
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Sport
Soccer
Cokethorpe competed in the Ibstock 
Place School ISFA 6 a-side soccer 
tournament in October. The team’s 
performance in the league stage put 
them through to the semi finals, where a 
goal from Alexander Cade (Upper Sixth, 
Swift) ensured a 1–0 over Harrodian 
School.

This set up a re-match against 
Dover College, but two early goals 
set Cokethorpe back and they were 
defeated 2–1. This was a great 
experience for the boys, many of 
whom had no prior 1st XI experience. 
Alexander Cade was the star performer 
scoring three goals in total.

Jon Sleightholme
Cokethorpe was delighted to welcome 
ex-England international and 
Northampton rugby union player Jon 
Sleightholme onto its team of specialist 
coaching staff this term. Jon brings 
a wealth of rugby experience having 
represented England thirteen times, 
in addition to being a fully qualified 
Physical Education teacher.

Equestrianism
Congratulations to Joe Hill (Fifth Form, 
Feilden) who recently won his first ride. 
Joe and his horse Rave The Brave took 
up the running at the eighth fence before 
cruising clear to score by seven lengths 
in the Club Novice Riders’ Race at Black 
Forest.

Olympic Village Tour
On 8 November thirty A Level Physical 
Education students and Sports 
Scholars travelled to the Olympic 
Village in London. The visit included 
a presentation on the values and 
background of the Olympic movement 
and information on the funding of the 
2012 games.

A walk along the perimeter allowed 
students to view the new facilities 
including the main arena and the 
aquatics centre. Finally the party 
ascended a twenty-four-storey tower 
block to view the Olympic site. The scale 
and the volume of work still going on 
was vast, but the urban regeneration of 
the area was clear to see.

Archery
Congratulations to Ryan Kendrick 
(Lower First, Feilden) who was placed 
number one in the U12 category of the 
2011 Great British Archery Rankings. 
Ryan has continued to achieve a 
string of successes this term, including 
coming second in the British Archery 
Championships and being named Dorset 
and Wiltshire County Archery Champion 
for the third year in a row. Most recently 
he came first in his heat in the British 
Junior Indoor Archery Competition.

BCU Sprint Regatta
After starting to kayak only just over a 
year ago, Amy Turner (Upper Sixth, 

Swift) took part in the BCU (British 
Canoe Union) Sprint Regatta in 

the first week of September. 
Rowing for Wey Kayak Club, 
she reached the finals of 
the U18 girls’ 1,000m race, 

where she came seventh, 
and the 500m race, 
where she came eighth.

Tae Kwon Do 
In October James Ellacott (Lower, Sixth, Feilden) represented the School in the Taekwondo 
South East Championships. He battled his way into the final, where he found himself placed 
against the same fighter that knocked him out of the English Championships in March. Using 
this as motivation, and after a hard battle, judges gave a unanimous decision in James’s 
favour, making him the Taekwondo South East Champion. Owing to his performance James 
was also invited to fight in the tag team sparring, consisting of the top three fighters in the 
region, where they were delighted to win gold. James plans to take these victories into the 
November British Championships in Telford.

Kayaking
‘Cokethorpe’s Kayak Race received 72 entries 
with current and former pupils doing exceptionally 
well. Kieran Husband (Fourth Form, Harcourt) 
Sam Glover (Third Form, Queen Anne) and Harry 
Fellows (Lower Sixth, Vanbrugh) came second, 
third and fourth respectively in the Junior Boys’ 
K1, while my K2 partner and I won the Senior 
Men’s race. Former pupil Jamie Unwin (OC 2011, 
Harcourt) and Brian Clarke (Lower Sixth, Queen 
Anne) came fourth and Laura McKenney (Upper 
Sixth, Swift) and James Bennett (Third Form, 
Swift) first in the Junior Mixed K2 race.’

Louis Allen (Lower Sixth, Harcourt)

Cross Country
It was a fruitful term for Cokethorpe’s runners. In October the School hosted the first round 
of the national cross country championships, in which Luke Watkins (Fourth Form, Swift) 
won the Intermediate Boys’ race, Elisha Evans (Upper First, Swift) finished third in the 
Intermediate Girls’ race, whilst the Junior Boys’ and Junior Girls’ teams performed particularly 
well. On the back of this performance Cokethorpe’s Intermediate Boys and Girls and Junior 
Boys all qualified for the next round in Shefford. This saw Luke Watkins go on to win his 
race to become the U15 east-central regional cross country champion. Elisha Evans also 
performed well finishing ninth out of eighty-four with a time of 9 minutes and 3 seconds. 



14

Crawford Relay Results
1st  Gascoigne
2nd  Harcourt
3rd  Swift
=4th  Queen Anne
=4th  Vanbrugh
6th  Feilden

Inter-House Music Results
Solo Guitar Class
Gascoigne  Aidan King
Harcourt  Francis Binnie
Queen Anne  Ewan Johnson
Swift  Toby Watts-Lay
Vanbrugh  Greg Muller
Feilden Jack Bennett 

Winning House: Vanbrugh
 
Solo Instrument Class
Harcourt  Lucy Virji
Queen Anne Katherine Woolley
Swift  Jacob Booty
Vanbrugh  Ella Ashdown
Feilden  Matthew Ellacott
Gascoigne  Elliot Kratt

Winning House: Gascoigne

Solo Piano Class
Queen Anne  Wilf Cartwright
Swift  Tom Christensen
Vanbrugh  Dan McCall
Feilden  Ellen Garbutt
Gascoigne  Isaac Staff
Harcourt  Edina Utepbergenova

Winning House: Gascoigne

Solo Singing Class
Swift  Hanna Young
Vanbrugh  Lydia Farrell
Feilden  Lucy Grout
Gascoigne  Jacob Yolland
Harcourt  Saskia Kovandzich
Queen Anne  Lissi Mason

Winning House: Queen Anne

Ensemble Singing Class
Vanbrugh  I Need A Dollar
Feilden  Hey Ya
Gascoigne  Pack Up
Harcourt  Son of a Preacher Man
Queen Anne  Hey Soul Sister
Swift  Break Even

Winning House: Queen Anne

Whole House Singing Class
Feilden  Gold
Gascoigne  Highway to Hell
Harcourt  I Love Rock ‘n’ Roll
Queen Anne  Stand By Me
Swift  We Will Rock You 
Vanbrugh  Medley

Winning House: Vanbrugh

Overall Winner: Vanbrugh
Best Individual Performance: Lissi Mason

Most Recommendations
Lower First:  Verity Smith (Harcourt)
Upper First:  LuisaMae Lisi (Harcourt)
Third Form:  Ashlin Karslake (Swift)
Fourth Form:  Fraser Logue (Vanbrugh)
Fifth Form:  William Hankins (Feilden)
Lower Sixth:  Yinan Wang (Vanbrugh)
Upper Sixth:  Jonathan Chan (Feilden)
Overall Winner:  LuisaMae Lisi
House Winner: Gascoigne

The Houses
Crawford Relay
Instead of the customary 
cold weather in which the 
Crawford Relay usually 
takes place, this year’s 
fell on a hot and balmy 
afternoon in September. 
The whole School 
cheered on the Houses 
and two staff teams 
as the battle for the 
trophy commenced. 
The race around the 
School was close and 
with some excellent 
individual legs from Sydney 
Bennett-Miller and Daniel 
Bailey, Gascoigne secured a 
victory. 

Second Form London Project
The Second Form undertook a project based 
on London at the end of the Summer Term: 
some were beautifully presented portfolios, 
others splendid books; one even came 
in a massive box. The imagination, craft, 
academic value and industry that went into 
the book by Heidi Lawson (Gascoigne), 
Megan Bird and Josie Dennis (both Harcourt) 
and Charlie McMackin (Feilden) was enough 
to edge them out in front and they were 
awarded first prize in an assembly this term.

Lower House Disco
Lower House pupils were joined by Sixth 
Form students for an evening of music, 
dancing and fun at the annual Lower House 
Disco on Wednesday 19 October. DJ Taylor 
provided music on the decks throughout the 
night, while games such as musical statues 
and the limbo also kept pupils entertained. 
A number of competitions were held to 
determine the best dancer and best air 
guitarist. It was a great night and the perfect 
way to end a busy half term.  

Inter-House Music
Pupils from all six Houses entered into the 
Inter-House Music Competition with spirit 
and gusto on Friday 14 October. The day 
got underway with four closely-contested 
solo classes: Guitar, Instrument, Piano and 
Singing. From the imaginative and original, 
to the humorous and entertaining, the judges 
could not fail to be impressed with the variety 
of performances. The breadth of instruments 
in the Solo Instrumental class was also 
impressive; trumpet, cornet, harp, ukulele, 
drum kit and flute all being showcased. In the 
afternoon came the Ensemble Singing, and 
if there were points for humour, Gascoigne’s 
performance of Pack Up by Eliza Doolittle 
would have swept the board. Nevertheless 
it was Queen Anne’s rendition of Hey Soul 
Sister that won. Houses had free choice 
of song in the Whole House Singing class 
and Vanbrugh’s medley, featuring California 
Dreaming, I’m a Believer, Eye of the 

Tiger and Edwin Starr’s War, clinched first 
place. With strong performances throughout 
the day, and finishing with a convincing win 
in the last class of the afternoon, the winner 
of the competition as a whole was Vanbrugh 
House. The award for Best Individual 
Overall Performance was presented to Lissi 
Mason (Upper Sixth, Queen Anne) for her 
excellent rendition of Piece of My Heart by 
Janis Joplin.  
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The Houses
Lower House Ashes Cup
The Ashes Cup is presented on a 
fortnightly basis to the Lower House tutor 
group that wins the most points for the 
number of recommendations (+2 points) 
and referrals (-1 point) they receive. This 
term the winning tutor groups were:

Upper First Gascoigne
Upper First Harcourt
Lower First Harcourt
Lower First Feilden
Upper First Queen Anne
Upper First Feilden

Lower House Heroes
Lower House Heroes are selected 
for reasons such as a pupil’s good 
behaviour, positive contribution to 
school life or receiving a high number of 
recommendations. This term’s nominees 
were:

Lower First, Feilden
Lydia Wannell
Cameron Knox

Lower First, Gascoigne
Kate Fisher
Rosie Hunt

Lower First, Harcourt
Ben Sweeney
Verity Smith

Lower First, Queen Anne
Grace Henstone
Wilf Cartwright

Lower First, Swift
India Hurford-Jones
Harry Stradling

Lower First, Vanbrugh
Mike Billing
Megan Channer-Forbes

Upper First, Feilden
Keely Harding
Marion Bird

Upper First, Gascoigne
Elle Simons
Will Fletcher

Upper First, Harcourt
Wiz Binnie
William Alden

Upper First, Queen Anne
Eloise Fraser-Paterson
Adam El-Megrisi

Upper First, Swift
Elisha Evans
Angus Findlay-Wilson

Upper First, Vanbrugh
William Matthews
Chantelle Hunt 

Inter-House Rugby
1st  Queen Anne
2nd  Gascoigne
3rd  Harcourt
4th  Swift
5th  Vanbrugh
6th  Feilden

Inter-House Hockey
1st  Queen Anne
2nd  Swift
=3rd  Vanbrugh
=3rd  Gascoigne
5th  Feilden
6th  Harcourt

House Advent Services
The House Advent Services were held at St Mary’s Church in Witney and were very well 
supported by parents and families. The ambiance of the church reflected the occasion 
well and the acoustics served to emphasise the talents of the School’s 
excellent choir. Recordings of the carols can be listened to on the 

School website. 

Christmas Hampers
‘Cokethorpe regularly organises charity events in aid of large causes around the world, 
however this term it was decided that they should do something for local families in Witney. 
Every tutor group donated food and festive items to create food hampers. Further to this, 
individuals and groups raised funds to spend in local shops to buy further treats. Pupils had 
great fun putting the hampers together and decorating them with a Christmas theme. They 
were then taken to St Mary’s Church in Witney where they were distributed to families in the 
local area. Everyone enjoyed the project and being able to help those less fortunate.’

Upper First Vanbrugh

Inter-House Hockey
The Inter-House Hockey was played during 
the last week before Christmas and although 
cold and wet, it did not dampen the pupils’ 
enthusiasm. Swift dominated the Lower 
House tournament with amazing goals from 
Elisha Evans (Upper First, Swift). The Senior 
competition was closer, goal difference 
proving crucial for the winners, Vanbrugh. 
Brilliant team work and communication 
between Queen Anne paid off, however, and 
they took the overall title.

Inter-House Rugby
The Senior School Inter-House Rugby also 
took place during the last week of term. The 
competition was split into two tournaments: 
one for pupils in the Lower House and the 
other for those in the Third Form upwards. 
In the Lower House heat Queen Anne was 
beaten into second place by Gascoigne, 
while in the Senior heat Harcourt House 
spirit prevailed to win them the top place. 
Once all the scores were combined, Queen 
Anne was named the winner.
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Junior School
 Primary Maths Challenge

In November Junior School children 
were selected to participate in the 
Primary Mathematics Challenge.

The challenge comprised a series of 
twenty-five questions and conundrums 
designed to test and inspire the most 
able Mathematicians. The children 
tackled them with great determination, 
and the intense quiet of brains at work 
was only occasionally broken by sighs of 
exasperation or frustration as an answer 
eluded them. The top marks were 
awarded as follows:

Gold Certificate:  Hannah Berry
Silver Certificates:  Austin Bowsher
 Hollie Kenworthy
 Jacob Short
Bronze Certificates:  Harry Brown
 Toby Brown
 Louisa Flaherty
 Neve Macken
 Benjamin Shaw

Onatti Productions
Onatti is a production company that 
writes and produces plays in French, 
Spanish and German for schools 
throughout the United Kingdom. 
Shipwrecked en France tells the story of 
a 13-year-old English school boy called 
Tyler on holiday in France.

Big Wheel Theatre
The Big Wheel Theatre Company was 
founded in 1984 by a group of students 
from Oxford University. They aim to use 
theatre to teach, train and inspire their 
audience. Their shows are designed 
to be highly interactive and engaging, 
while visual aides help to reinforce the 
language.

Day of Languages
As a departure from the Junior School’s  
traditional Day of Languages a quiz 
was held this year. Each member of 
staff adopted a different language and 
the children had to determine who was 
who by saying ‘hello’ to them in the 
various tongues. They were awarded a 
sticker when they identified the correct 
language.

Christmas Raffle Winners
Christmas Pudding Hats

1st: Lui Buckingham
2nd: Abigail Donald
3rd: Mrs Wheeler
4th: Mr O’Connor

Snowman Scene
1st: Hamish Emerson
2nd: Rory Morrison
3rd: Frankie Brown

French Workshops
Years 5, 6 and the Lower First were treated 
to a performance of Shipwrecked en France 
by Onatti Productions this term. The play 
was performed in French and the children 
learnt new words, as well as practising 
some familiar phrases. Later in the term it 
was the turn of Years 2, 3 and 4, when the 
Big Wheel Theatre Company brought their 
French show Voulez-Vous to Cokethorpe. 
The French visitors involved children in 
activities and games and their boundless 
energy ensured that everyone got involved 
and thoroughly enjoyed the workshop. The 
family quiz and Jacques the Chicken were 
particular favourites.  

Harvest Cantata
In October the Junior Chamber Choir performed 
their Harvest Cantata, written and composed 
by Andrew Yates. The Corinthian Room was 
packed with parents who thoroughly enjoyed 
the combination of song, drama and dance. Mrs 
Mace’s costumes added to the autumnal tone, 
which included dancing scarecrows, a village 
shop and cider tasters. 

Fundraising Roundup
The Junior School children ran several highly successful fundraising efforts over the course 
of the Michaelmas Term. Their Harvest Appeal raised money for REACT to purchase 
text books for refugee children in Darfur. They did this by recycling yogurt pots and other 
containers, which they filled with coins. 105 containers were filled and an amazing total of 
£643.59 raised. With the help of Mrs Daphne Smith they also sent a colourful assortment of 
hand-knitted hats to orphaned children in Kenya.

Two Christmas appeals were also launched, the first involved filling party bags for the 
children supported by The Nasio Trust charity; these lined a huge treasure chest and were 
delivered to Kenya in time for Christmas. The £100 raised from a Christmas raffle also went 
to The Nasio Trust.
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Christmas Carol Service
Children in Years 3 to 6 performed an ensemble of carols, poetry and readings at their Carol 
Service at the end of November. Ruby Plumridge (Year 6, Symonds) began the evening with 
an extract from A Child’s Christmas in Wales by Dylan Thomas. This was followed by a solo 
from Tom Orton (Year 3, Gwyn) of the final verse of the carol In the Bleak Midwinter.

Years 3 and 4 followed with a collection of Christmas poetry and the Chamber Choir, ably 
assisted by Joe McBride (Year 6, Lockwood) on drums, performed two songs from the 
cantata Witnesses with a great deal of energy and enthusiasm. 6MO performed the seasonal 
poem ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas in Victorian costume, while 6GM, in psychedelic 
Sixties attire, sang Hurry, Quick, Here Comes Christmas! Frankie Brown (Year 5, Baker) 
sang a solo to begin 5BG’s rendition of Look at Those Stars. 5HL entertained the audience 
with Christmas Windows, which 
examined both the commercial and the 
more meaningful side of Christmas. 
Other highlights of the evening were 
the Singing Ensemble’s performance 
of A New Boy Born, as well as two final 
songs from the Chamber Choir, which 
included solos from Toby Brown 
(Year 6, Baker), Billy Morrison 
(Year 6, Symonds) and Freddie 
Gray (Year 6, Symonds). A 
reading of Nativity by Ella 
Mattinson (Year 5, Baker) 
and Sophie Wheeler  
(Year 6, Lockwood), served 
as a fitting close.  

Junior School
Pre-Prep Nativity Cast
Narrators  Maddie Flaherty
 Conor Thomas
 James Furlong-Price
 Ben Orton
Melchior Henry Birchenough
Balthazar  Harry Furlong
Caspar  Liam Crozier
Servants  Holly Kendrick
 Olivia Reece
 Isabella Clarke
 Tabitha Howard
 Ella-Mae Leach
Caspar’s Camel  Jadon Washington
Shepherds  Theo Langford
 Reece Waltho
 Kye Carrington
Mr Innkeeper Joseph Curry
Mrs Innkeeper  Dee Biles
Angels  Ruby Sharp
 Isabelle Phillipson
Donkey  Lewie Camidge
Mary Jasmine Hammond
Joseph  Ellis Leach
Camels  Fraser Barnas
 Noah Carrington
 James Harris
 Kalina Kaltschmidt
 Findlay Knox
 Edison Wardle
 William Macleod
Sheep  Tegan Buckingham
 Abigail Donald
 Madeline Goldie
 Lottie Sales
 Seb Tattersall
 Edward Harris

Recent Music Exams
Grade 3
Toby Brown Singing
Hollie Kenworthy Theory
Hollie Kenworthy Violin

Grade 2
Sophie Drake Flute
Billy Morrison Singing

Grade 1
Rosa Birchenough Violin
Harry Brown Guitar
Joe McBride Drum Kit
Ben Shaw Piano
Chloe Thomas Violin
Ben Wannell Piano
Ben Wannell Violin

Prize Winners
The end of Michaelmas Term Prize 
Winners in the Junior School were:

Reception Madeline Goldie
Year 1  Isabelle Phillipson
Year 2  Henry Birchenough
Year 3  Casper Bolton
Year 4  Cole Skinner
 Fletcher Sharp
Year 5  Hayden Camidge
 Lily Sweet 
Year 6  Jack Smith
 Austin Bowsher

Pre-Prep Nativity
Spotlights and festive decor adorned the Corinthian Room for the Pre-Prep’s Christmas 
performance of the Nativity in December. The impressive backdrop, painted by Mrs Ross, set 
the scene for the journey of the Three Kings to Bethlehem to visit baby Jesus and his parents 
Mary and Joseph. The camels embarked on a procession around the audience during which 
they met shepherds with their sheep, innkeepers and a tired donkey. The children acted and 
sang beautifully, with confident solos from Ruby Sharp and Isabelle Phillipson (both Year 1, 
Lockwood), as well as the whole Reception class singing a solo verse.  

Christingle Service
On a blustery December’s afternoon 
the entire Junior School went down to 
the School Chapel for the end of term 
Christingle Service. The children in Year 2 
had previously spent the morning making 
the Christingles in their Religious Education 
lesson, and then two children from each 
class were chosen to light and hold them in 
Chapel. It was a heart-warming service that 
brought the whole Junior School together 
and it was wonderful to see the faces of 
the children light up when they all sang the 
carol Silent Night. This traditional event is 
always a very clear sign that Christmas is 
just around the corner! 
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Junior School
Reception Class Quotes
The children in Reception reflect on their 
trip to the Cotswold Wildlife Park:

‘We eat with knives and forks, we 
don’t have beaks!’

‘Bats like the dark, they are 
nocturnal.’

‘The meerkats were play fighting, and 
having fun!’

Children’s Bookshow
‘In October we went to the Oxford 
Playhouse to listen to a talk about 
World War Two given by famous 
authors Judith Kerr and Tomi Ungerer. 
Judith wrote When Hitler Stole Pink 
Rabbit and The Tiger Who Came to 
Tea, while Tomi wrote a book called 
Otto. It was fascinating to hear their 
wonderful stories and to listen to them 
read sections from their books. We sang 
Happy Birthday to Tomi as his eightieth 
birthday was the following day.’

Sophie Wheeler (Year 6, Lockwood) and 
Tom Burns (Year 6, Gwyn) 

Chimney Meadows
Chimney Meadows is the largest nature 
reserve of the BBOWT (Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire 
Wildlife Trust). It supports many different 
types of scarce ground-nesting birds, 
and provides a haven for curlew, snipe, 
reed bunting and butterflies.

Visitor from New Zealand
Mrs Anne Spiers, one of Cokethorpe’s 
contact teachers from Maungatapu 
School on the North Island in New 
Zealand, visited Cokethorpe’s Junior 
School in October. She spent time with 
children in Year 3 and Year 4 answering 
their questions about New Zealand 
and explaining what life is like for the 
children at her own school.

Extra-Curricular Activities
Junior School children took part in the 
following extra-curricular sports and 
activities during the Michaelmas Term:

Art Group
Ballet
Chamber Choir
Chess Club
Coaching for Fixtures
Cross Country Club
Golf
Homework Club
LAMDA
Modern Dance
Orchestra
Samba/Percussion Club
Sewing Club
Singing Ensemble
Soccer Coaching
String Ensemble

Chimney Meadows
On Wednesday 21 September, during 
Environment Week, Year 6 children visited 
Chimney Meadows Nature Reserve: an 
ancient 250 hectare landscape rich with 
wildlife and shaped by centuries of farming. 
The reserve is managed by the Wildlife 
Trust and the children spent the day 
learning how it creates a recovery plan for 
nature, helping to restore natural habitats 
for both plants and animals.

Natural History Museum
Year 4 took a trip to the Natural History 
Museum to learn more about skeletons this 
term. The children had an excellent session 
and thoroughly enjoyed being able to handle 
various bones. They all demonstrated an 
excellent prior knowledge and learnt plenty 
of new things, including the fact that worms 
have a hydrostatic skeleton. They finished 
the day with a skeleton hunt and displayed a 
genuine interest throughout the visit.
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Pre-Prep Trip to the Cotswold Wildlife Park
In September the children in Reception to Year 3 visited the Cotswold Wildlife Park in Burford 
as part of their curriculum enrichment in Science. They had a ‘wild’ time discovering all the 
different creatures that live at the park and especially enjoyed getting up close to the giraffes 
on the newly-raised wooden walkway! The friendly zoo keepers also explained about how 
they care for all the animals and introduced them to a Frogmouth Owl. 

Reception Trip to Sainsbury’s
In September, the Reception class went on their first School trip to Sainsbury’s in 
Witney. They were looking for vegetables grown in the United Kingdom, as part of their 
Harvest, Healthy Eating and Environment Week investigations. They found a colourful 
assortment of vegetables and brought them back to School. Once back in class the 
children enjoyed using their senses to explore the fresh produce and then, not wanting 
to let any go to waste, they made the vegetables into a delicious soup. Most of the class 
thought it was very tasty, but others reserved judgement!
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Junior School
Inter-House Results
Hockey
 1st:  Lockwood
 2nd:  Gwyn
 3rd:  Baker
 4th:  Symonds
Rugby
 1st:  Baker
 2nd:  Symonds
 3rd:  Lockwood
 4th:  Gwyn

IAPS Hockey Tournament
On Wednesday 2 November the U11 
hockey team travelled to Hertfordshire 
to compete in the IAPS Hockey 
Tournament. They performed brilliantly, 
coming second in their pool which 
included Swanbourne House, City of 
London, Holme Grange, St Hugh’s 
and Junior King’s School, Canterbury. 
This meant that they entered the cup 
competition and qualified for the  
semi-finals. The final score was 3–1 to  
St George’s with Annabel Clarke 
(Year 6, Lockwood) scoring a brilliant 
individual goal and Cokethorpe narrowly 
missing out on qualifying for the national 
finals.

Christmas Hockey Festival
Participating schools were:

Aston and Cote C of E Primary School 
Chandlings School
Cokethorpe Junior School
Hatherop Castle School
Madley Brook CP Primary School
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School
St Hugh’s Preparatory School
Swanbourne House School

Hockey Results
U11 As
The Manor School  0–1  L
Chandlings School  6–4  W
Akeley Wood School  3–2  W

U11 Bs
The Manor School  1–4  L 
Chandlings School 6–0  W
Akeley Wood School  0–2  L

U9s
Chandlings School  2–2  D

Rugby Results
U11 As
Sibford School 55–0 W
New College School 42–12 W
Abingdon Preparatory School 33–28 W
St Hugh’s Preparatory School 21–44 L

U11 Bs
Sibford School 70–65 W
New College School 65–7 W

U9s
New College School 25–25 D
Abingdon Preparatory School 5–60 L
Christ Church Cathedral School 50–50 D

Christmas Hockey Festival
On 1 December hockey teams from across 
Oxford joined Cokethorpe to celebrate the 
end of the hockey term. Pupils from all the 
schools were mixed up to form four new 
teams: the Robins, Elves, Snowmen and 
Santas. After some great hockey, the girls 
went to the Dining Hall for a Christmas feast 
and a game of pass the parcel. To top off 
a wonderful day Santa and his Head Elf 
arrived to give medals to the 74 participants.

Inter-House Hockey
Temperatures plummeted as the girls 
from Years 4 to 6 took to the pitch for 
their Inter-House Hockey competition in 
December. Enthusiasm was high and the 
communication and leadership displayed by 
the captains was exceptional. With Michaela 
Logue in defence and impressive inter-play 
between Sophie Wheeler and Annabel 
Clarke (all Year 6), Lockwood House 
stormed home with three wins.

Rugby Report
The U11s began the term with 
conclusive victories against Sibford 
and New College. The season 
thereafter was a little up and 
down, the highlight being a 
victory against Abingdon Prep. 

The A team also performed 
admirably in the Cokethorpe 
U11 Tournament. The U9s 
continued to progress, 

playing more contact games and 
showing a real appetite for it. The U8s 
had a good introductory season; 

they mostly played tag rugby but 
are eager to move into full contact. 

They finished on a high at the 
Abingdon Tournament with an 
exemplary performance.

Hockey Report
The U11s have played some outstanding 
hockey beating Chandlings, Akeley 
Wood and St Hugh’s over the 
course of the season. Their biggest 
achievement, however, was 
reaching the finals of the IAPS 
(The Independent Association 
of Preparatory Schools) regional 
tournament and coming third out of 
twenty-four schools from across the 
south of England. This is a first 
for Cokethorpe demonstrating 
the strength of the 
School’s junior hockey 
players. 
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Cokethorpe Parents’ Association

Murder Mystery Evening
The CPA Murder Mystery Evening, Over My 
Dead Body, was a great success thanks 
to Mrs Mace and the hilarious Cokethorpe 
Players. Former member of staff Mr Cooper 
also made an appearance, bringing order 
to proceedings as the Inspector. Thirteen 
teams of super-sleuths watched the drama 
unfold at Lord and Lady Grabbit’s estate, 
where murder was in the air – but who 
did it? Following probing questions and 
examining of the coroner’s report, five 
teams cracked the identity of the murderer 
and weapon; the motive however remained 
elusive to all. A delicious curry supper 
completed the wonderful evening. 

Forthcoming Events
Coffee Mornings
Every Tuesday during term time,
8.30am – 9.15am in the Coffee Shop

New and existing parents are invited to 
socialise over hot refreshments during 
the Lent Term, commencing Tuesday 3 
January 2012.

Burns Night Supper
Friday 20 January 2012
7.15pm in the Dining Hall

Join the CPA for a celebration 
commemorating one of the Scots’ best 
loved bards. The evening will follow 
typical Burns Night traditions including a 
piper, addresses, a ceilidh, dancing and 
a delicious traditional Scottish feast.
Kilts and tartan apparel are encouraged, 
although not compulsory. Tickets are 
£30.00 per person, which includes 
dinner and a dram of whisky.

Jazz Night: ‘I Can’t Believe It’s Not 
Ronnie’s Jazz Club’
Saturday 4 February 2012
7.30pm in The Shed

The Shed will be transformed into the 
new home of jazz and will deliver the 
very best in modern jazz, rock and 
fusion. Guest acts will include the 
School’s very own Mr Mullin and 
Mr Heaney.

Quiz Night
March 2012 (Date to be confirmed)

Put your trivia knowledge to the test at 
this year’s Quiz Night. Please check the 
School website soon for further details.

To book tickets for any of the events 
above, or for more information, please 
contact the Box Office on 01993 892338 
or boxoffice@cokethorpe.org.

CPA Committee
The 2011-2012 committee was elected 
at the CPA Annual General Meeting on 
Wednesday 26 September 2011.

Chairman: Catherine Christensen
Vice Chairman: Martin Kendrick
Secretary: Adi Hughes
Treasurer: Flynn Reid

Damian Ettinger
Victor Faria
Kirsteen Fellows
Julie Grime
Simon Hooper
Sara Knox
Nigel Murrin
Sarah Plumridge
Clare Priestley-Smith

The CPA Committee meet approximately 
once a month, at 8.00pm in the 
Corinthian Room. For a full list of 
meeting dates please consult the School 
website calendar.

Treasure Hunt By Car
Fourteen cars entered this year’s CPA 
Treasure Hunt by Car, with teams enjoying 
the 28-mile course around the Cotswold 
countryside. There were 71 road-side and 14 
trivia questions to keep participants on their 
toes; the victorious Macken family scored a 
staggering 83 points out of a possible 85, 
while second place went to Neill Murrin (OC 
1999, Swift) and Rebecca Edwards with 82 
points. Thank you to all those who helped 
run the event, including Nigel and Elspeth 
Murrin who put the Treasure Hunt together, 
and to Mrs Hughes, the Headmaster and 
Mr Walton who cooked up delicious bacon 
butties in the CPA trailer. 

Coffee Mornings
CPA Coffee Mornings resumed every 
Tuesday in the Coffee Shop throughout the 
Michaelmas Term. They were very well-
attended by both existing and new parents 
and provided an informal occasion for 
parents to meet over a coffee whilst making 
friends and exchanging information beyond 
dropping off their children at the School door 
or the School bus. Due to popular demand 
the CPA has decided to continue hosting 
Coffee Mornings into the Lent Term. They 
will resume after the festive break on the 
same day, time and place: every Tuesday 
morning from 8.30am to 9.15am in the 
Coffee Shop. Please do drop by. 

Fireworks and Bonfire Extravaganza
The weather stayed dry for this year’s 
Fireworks and Bonfire Extravaganza, 
resulting in a lovely evening for families 
and friends as they gathered beside the 
beautiful backdrop of the Mansion House. 
Delicious homemade soup, a pig roast 
and barbecue food was enjoyed by all, 
with Mr Ettinger and parents dishing out 
warming delights such as mulled wine 
and hot chocolate with marshmallows and 
cream. The fireworks were even more 
spectacular than ever and lit up the sky 
for miles around. The CPA’s thanks go to 
the Maintenance Team and Mr Walton for 
being chief bonfire-lighter once again. 
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Remembrance Day Service
Staff and pupils were joined by members 
of the British Legion in a poignant morning 
service to honour the fallen soldiers of 
World War One, and to pay their respects 
to those affected by conflicts past and 
present. After a solemn trumpet solo by 
Oliver Parker (Fifth Form, Feilden), the 
School sang the traditional hymn Abide 
With Me, accompanied by the Cokethorpe 
Brass Band. The two-minute silence and 
procession of the Royal British Legion 
through the Upper Quad gave everyone 
some time to reflect on those who sacrificed 
their lives for their country, and to give 
thanks for those still with us today. 

Wider Community
Witney Rugby Club
On 13 November a squad of twenty-five 
U13 rugby players from Witney Rugby 
Club spent the morning training on 
Cokethorpe’s grids and pitches due to a 
one-off over subscription of the grounds 
of their own club.

Ride and Stride
Cokethorpe’s beautiful Chapel was one 
of many churches open for visitors as 
part of a fundraising activity to support 
refurbishment and other on-going costs 
this term.

Ducklington Church Picnic
Cokethorpe was delighted to host the 
annual picnic and golf afternoon for the 
local congregation of St Bartholomew’s 
Church, Ducklington. The afternoon was 
arranged by Reverend Bob Edy.

Junior Hockey Festival 
Thirty-seven teams of junior hockey 
players took part in the Witney Hockey 
Festival in November, representing 
Witney, Hawks, Oxford, Bicester, and 
Wallingford hockey clubs. Everyone had 
an enjoyable day, made even better by 
some lovely weather.

Admissions Roundup
Open Morning
Open Morning visitors were treated 
to a wonderful range of activities 
and displays throughout the Junior 
and Senior Schools on Saturday 8 
October. Audiences appreciated the 
musical pieces, each department’s 
demonstrations and exhibitions of pupils’ 
work. The enthusiasm of staff and pupils 
for their School more than made up for 
many of the visitors’ disappointment at 
the result of the England v France rugby 
match which was being played on the 
same day.

The next Open Day will be held on 
Saturday 25 February 2012. Friends, 
families and prospective parents are 
invited to visit the School between 
9.30am and 12.00noon.

Third Form Assessment Day
Thirty candidates from local preparatory 
schools hoping to join Cokethorpe 
in 2013 completed their assessment 
during November. As well as rigorous 
Maths and English examinations, the 
candidates completed group exercises 
and interviews. All the pupils agreed 
that the tests had been challenging but 
that their day had been enjoyable, made 
more so by the warm welcome they 
received from the Sixth Form students 
who helped with the exercises, and the 
other staff and pupils they met.

Admissions assessments for entry into 
Lower First and the Junior School will 
begin in January. Contact the Registrar, 
Mrs Berry, for further information.

Scouts and Beavers
The First Standlake and Cokethorpe Scout 
Group started the term with a Falconry 
display for all sections on the lawn at 
Cokethorpe. The Beaver section made 
good use of the Science Department where, 
under the watchful eye of Dr Flaherty, they 
set about gaining their Science badge. 
The Scout section met in the Sports Hall 
where they worked on a number of activities 
including map reading, preparation for 
hiking, rope work, games, fire-lighting 
and cooking. The Lechlade Scout troop 
also enjoyed a team-building weekend at 
Cokethorpe; they spent their time on building 
projects and clay pigeon shooting. 

2CVGB National Rally
Cokethorpe was the venue for this year’s Deux Chevaux 
Club of Great Britain (2CVGB) National Rally on the 
August bank holiday weekend. More than 700 enthusiasts 
descended on the School for activities which included 
tappet cover racing, a circus workshop and a Mad Hatter’s 
tea party. The highlight was taking a convoy of 2CV cars 
from Cokethorpe to display them in Christ Church Meadow.

Summer Activity Weeks
Almost 150 children from Cokethorpe and the 
local area enjoyed two weeks of activities over the 
summer holidays. Qualified and experienced staff 
led children in activities at Cokethorpe such as Art, 
Athletics, Clay Pigeon Shooting, Archery, Air Rifle 
Shooting, Tennis and Soccer.

In the afternoon they travelled to Hardwick 
Parks for water sports, including kayaking, 

boarding, windsurfing, ringos and
water skiing. 
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From the Archives
Turning Back the Pages
Below are some selected news items 
from past issues of The Bell Tower and 
The Peacock.

10 Years Ago (2001)
A group of Year 7 pupils recreated 
the Three Peaks Challenge on the 
Cokethorpe Climbing Wall. They 
calculated that the wall would have to be 
climbed 429 times to equal the height of 
the Three Peaks – a total of 11,140 feet. 
They completed the climb in six hours 
and raised over £500 for LEPRA.

15 Years Ago (1996)
‘Cokethorpe has a tradition of raising a 
lot of money for charity and yesterday 
was no exception. As usual the school 
held a non-uniform day with all of the 
pupils and most of the staff paying 
£1.00. One boy went one step further 
and wore a kilt whilst some of the 
younger girls dressed up as Spice Girls.’

20 Years Ago (1991)
The Bell Tower newsletter was produced 
on the Apple Macintosh equipment 
provided by the Parents’ Association for 
the first time.

25 Years Ago (1986)
Renovations to the Chapel were carried 
out over the Summer Term. The east 
window was repaired by Edward 
Swingler, a Cornish restorer of period 
stained glass. The north side aisle 
window and the windows of Saxon 
origin on the west side of the tower 
were also repaired. The total cost of the 
repairs was in excess of £1,500 which 
was generously met by The Old Boys’ 
Society.

30 Years Ago (1981)
The Junior Debating Prize was 
competed for the first time. The motion 
proposed was ‘This house believes 
that British athletes should not compete 
in the Olympics’. The debate centred 
predictably on whether or not sport stood 
outside politics. Arguing persuasively 
that it did not, the proposers saw their 
motion carried comfortably.

35 Years Ago (1976)
Peter Allen retired after seventeen years 
as Headmaster of Cokethorpe School.

40 Years Ago (1971)
Every single member of the Boat Club 
took part in the House Matches which 
were hard fought to a decision in Swift’s 
favour, in spite of a time-keeper’s gaffe 
when a crew arrived at the finish before 
he had started his watch.

45 Years Ago (1966)
Swift and Harcourt Houses dominated 
the rugby pitches with Swift winning 
both the Senior Inter-House Rugby 
Championships and the Junior  
Inter-House Sevens Championships. 
Harcourt won the Senior Inter-House 
Sevens Championships and the Kicking 
Cup.

Cokethorpe’s Secret Past
A recent email from an Old Boy has set 
off a train of research in the Archives. 
Roger Everest wrote to say: ‘I, and my 
three brothers Simon, Tim, Roger [me] and 
Charles were probably among the very first 
pupils at Cokethorpe, this would have been 
in the early 50s – say around 1951. We were 
there until late 1954.’

This was something of a puzzle as 
Cokethorpe School as we know it today 
was not founded until 1955. Coincidentally, 
another email arrived from Stephen Booth 
who asked: ‘If Cokethorpe School wasn’t 
founded until 1957, how could I have school 
reports from Cokethorpe School dated 1954?’ 
He sent the reports, one of which is pictured 
to the right. It appears, therefore, that there 
was indeed a school on this very site called 
Cokethorpe School in the early 1950s.

It transpires that the school started in High 
Wycombe as St David’s, and then moved 
here where it became Cokethorpe Park 
School. In around 1953 it moved again, this 
time to Wotton House in Wotton Underwood 
near Aylesbury. It kept the name Cokethorpe 
School but closed suddenly in 1954.

There are now a number of Old Boys in 
touch with the School who have very fond 
memories of the Cokethorpe Estate and are 
astonished to see just how many changes 
there have been. There is still a great deal 
more research to be done and further 
discoveries will be reported on in future 
editions of The Ocellus and will feature in 
the Archive Exhibition in February.

Donations to the Archives
Thank you to David Clark (OC 1960, 
Harcourt) who returned former Master 
Douglas Cook’s Cokethorpe Scout Log 
Book to the Archive (pictured below). The 
diary, which featured in the Archive page 
of the 2010 Lent Term Ocellus, contains an 
account of a trip to the Wye Valley in 1958 
by a group of intrepid Scouts. Along the way 
they met many interesting people – one man 
in a bar insisted on buying a round of drinks 
for the boys ‘to show his appreciation of the 
movement’. They also met a rather harassed 
vicar in the throes of preparing for a church 
fête. His advice to the boys was ‘If you have 

to organise a church fête, fall ill!’ The diary 
contains photos and hand-drawn maps of 
the route and places of interest they visited 
along the way.

Also this term, Roddie Feilden donated 
a box of old keys (pictured bottom-left) 
belonging to Cokethorpe. The Feilden family 
owned the Cokethorpe estate until selling 
the Mansion and some of their land to the 
School in 1966. Many of the keys are large, 
although somewhat rusty, and some are 
labelled with names such as ‘Game Larder’, 
‘New Gateage 1939’, ‘Key of Sewerage Tank 
Gate and Pump Box’ and ‘Key of Box of 
Saddlery at Cokethorpe in Stables’. Perhaps 
one of the most intriguing is ‘Justice Room 
Outer Door’. All these keys have been 
overtaken by modern technology but it is 
interesting to have objects that are part of 
the history of the estate in the Archive.

We are also very grateful to Hugh Talmage, 
one of the original boys at the ‘first’ 
Cokethorpe School, who sent a photo of his 
old school cap (pictured bottom-right).
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OC Weddings
Congratulations to two pairs of Old Cokethorpeans who got married over the summer. Freddie 
Cox (OC 2002) and Katie Woodford (OC 2003) tied the knot on Saturday 20 August 2011, 
whilst Emma Cooper (OC 2005, Harcourt) and Piers Skinner (OC 2001, Harcourt) also 
held their wedding in August at Widford Church. There was a strong Cokethorpe contingent 
present, including best man Mark Fraser (OC 2001, Swift), bridesmaid Carole Andrews (OC 
2005, Swift), Katie’s sister Laura Lamb (OC 2003, Harcourt) and her husband James (OC 
2003, Vanbrugh). Laura and James’s daughter Chloe currently attends Westfield House 
Nursery and may even become a second-generation Cokethorpean in a few years!

The Cokethorpe Society
University Destinations
The destination of the 2011 leavers is 
correct as of September 2011. OCs 
reapplying, or whose destinations 
are unknown, are not listed. To 
make corrections or additions email 
foundationoffice@cokethorpe.org.

Berry, M Plymouth
Berry, P Anglia Ruskin
Bird, E  LSMT
Bulman, H  Plymouth
Burford, D  Leeds Metropolitan
Cantley, Z  Queen Mary, London
Curtis, J  Loughborough
Da Silva Isidro, A  Bournemouth
Draper, W  Plymouth
Dyer, B  Exeter
Edridge, J  Coventry
Ellis, F  Chester
Evans, I  Sheffield Hallam
Ferrara, J  Buckinghamshire
Gascoyne, J  Swansea
Grant, J  Regent’s College, London
Grout, A  Manchester Metropolitan
Hall, E  Leeds Metropolitan
Henshall, O  Bristol
Herbert, C  Sheffield Hallam
Hewens, L  Royal Holloway
Hewens, M  Greenwich School of Management
Hewes, A  Manchester
Holliday, K  Swansea
Howse, S  UWIC
Hunter, A  Exeter
Jenkins, C  Lancaster
Kerr, G  Harper Adams
Kong, Y  University College London
Lane, G  UWIC
Lawson, A  Royal Holloway
Lisi, G  UWE, Bristol
Lowe, A  Sheffield Hallam
Lucey, N  Reading
McKee, R  Birmingham
Miles, F Birmingham Conservatoire
Miller, G  Nottingham
Parker, M  Birmingham
Poole, O  Manchester Metropolitan
Quadri, P  University College London
Ricketts, S  Worcester 
Robert, A  Bournemouth
Ruhle, B  Trinity Saint David, Wales
Savins, R  Royal Agricultural College
Silver, J  Bangor
Small, P  RADA
Stanley, S  Manchester Metropolitan
Stevens, R  Birmingham
Toumazou, G  Brunel
Williams, H  Brunel
Williamson, M  Royal Holloway
Wilson, J  Bath
Withey, L  Brunel

Diary Dates
Exhibition of the Archives

Saturday 25 February 2012
Cokethorpe Society AGM

Wednesday 25 April 2012
Cokethorpe Society Sports Festival

Saturday 31 March 2012
Cokethorpe Society Annual Dinner

Summer Term
Cokethorpe Society Cricket Match

Friday 22 June 2012
Cokethorpe Prize Giving

Friday 13 July 2012

Deaths

John Watts
The Society is saddened to report the death 
of former French teacher John Watts, who 
passed away unexpectedly on Tuesday 1 
November 2011. Another former member of 
staff, Carolyn Williams, wrote of John: ‘He 
was a wonderful colleague and friend’.

Kevan Taylor
A former Cokethorpe Biology teacher and 
Swift Housemaster, Kevan sadly died of a 
heart attack on 6 August 2011 at the young 
age of 39. A memorial service was held 
in the Trent College Chapel on Friday 23 
September.

Donations
The School would like to thank all of the Old 
Cokethorpeans who have already made 
donations to the 2012 Annual Fund, which 
was launched in September. Special thanks 
go to Mr Kevin Ching (OC 1975, Harcourt), 
for his especially generous donation which 
was received in November. A full list of 
donors will be printed in the next Annual 
Fund Brochure.

Births
Congratulations to former member of staff 
Andrew Uglow and his wife Arani, who 
welcomed baby Sebastian (pictured below)
into their family on Monday 10 October. The 
Society’s best wishes also go to Bill Pegram 
(OC 1992, Queen Anne) and his wife Nicky, 
whose son George William was born on 
Sunday 9 October.

Society President
The Society is pleased to formally announce 
that it has a new President. Following the 
AGM in April Roddie Feilden, former owner 
of the Cokethorpe estate and friend of the 
School, accepted the post.

Visitors
The School has been fortunate to receive 
visits from a number of Old Cokethorpeans 
over the past few months. They included 
Philip Tristram (OC 1995, Swift) in August, 
followed by Katie Cox (née Woodford) and 
husband Freddie who came to lay flowers on 
the memorial of former pupil Steve Cookson, 
which is situated in the School grounds. In 
September William Cotter (OC 1962, Queen 
Anne) visited with his wife, as did Matthew 
Dodds (OC 2005, Harcourt). Márton Juhász 
(OC 2001) returned to his old school on 
Friday 4 November; Márton now lives in 
Budapest, so we were glad that he thought 
of us whilst back in the UK. An impromptu 
visit from Philip Clarabut (OC 1979, Swift) 
in December was also a welcome surprise. 
Philip was in Oxfordshire to celebrate the 
birthday of another former pupil, Robert Gee 
(OC 1987, Swift).
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Tail Feathers
Open Morning
Saturday 25 February: 9.30am – 12 noon
Prospective parents interested in 
entry at any age are invited to attend. 
All departments will be open, with 
refreshments and activities also on offer.

Headmaster’s Addresses:
10.30am and 11.30am

For personal visits at other times, for 
a tour, discussion with the Registrar, 
Mrs L Berry, or the Head of Junior 
School if appropriate, and to meet 
the Headmaster, please contact the 
Admissions Secretary, Ms C Bowerman 
(admissions@cokethorpe.org or 01993 
703921).

Contact Information
Headmaster
Email correspondence with Mr Ettinger 
(dje@cokethorpe.org) is particularly 
welcomed during the Headmaster ‘Live’ 
hour (8.00pm – 9.00pm, on the first 
Monday of each month during term 
time). At other times please contact the 
Headmaster’s Secretary (01993 892325 
or hmsec@cokethorpe.org).

Senior Management Team
Second Master: K Walton
 kw@cokethorpe.org
Bursar: Mrs S A Landon
 sal@cokethorpe.org
Head of Junior School: Mrs C Cook
 cc@cokethorpe.org
Head of Sixth Form: Mrs S M L Copeland
 smlc@cokethorpe.org
Senior Tutor: E J Fenton
 ejf@cokethorpe.org
Director of Studies: J P Floyd
 jpf@cokethorpe.org

Housemasters and Housemistresses
Lower House: Mrs J L Pratley 
 jlp@cokethorpe.org
Feilden: Miss P S M Townsend
 psmt@cokethorpe.org
Gascoigne: G J Sheer
 gjs@cokethorpe.org
Harcourt: W G Lawson 
 wgl@cokethorpe.org
Queen Anne: Miss F M M Hamon
 fmh@cokethorpe.org
Swift: Mrs M H Cooper
 mhdc@cokethorpe.org
Vanbrugh: T J Walwyn
 tjw@cokethorpe.org

Photographs
For digital copies of photographs in this 
newsletter email the Foundation Office 
at foundationoffice@cokethorpe.org.

THE OCELLUS is edited and typeset by 
the Foundation Office. It is published by 
Cokethorpe School.

Cokethorpe School
Witney, Oxon OX29 7PU

Tel: 01993 703921
Email: admin@cokethorpe.org

www.cokethorpe.org.uk

Ave
Mrs J V Bird (Learning Support)
‘I was a class teacher for ten years before 
studying for a Specific Learning Difficulties 
certificate. I then taught in the Learning 
Skills Department at Pinewood School, 
where I became Head of Department. I 
enjoy reading, singing and gardening.’

N E Dawson (Junior School)
‘I moved out of London to live in the country 
and am delighted to have made the move to 
Cokethorpe. The staff have been extremely 
helpful and the atmosphere at the School 
makes it a pleasure to work in.’

T P C Galvin (Geography)
‘I spent three years as an investment banker 
in Canary Wharf, before deciding to switch 
my career to something more fulfilling and 
re-training as a teacher. I enjoy skiing, rugby, 
hockey and taekwondo, and I am also a 
keen guitarist.’

Mrs H M Hammond (Art)
‘I came to Cokethorpe from Bickley Park 
Prep School, where I was Head of Art. 
After studying 3D Design and Ceramics 
at Wolverhampton, I became an interior 
designer and even had a brief career as a 
TV designer. I now spend all my free time 
horse riding and walking my dog.’

M E Jones (Economics)
‘I come to Cokethorpe from the Royal Latin 
School where I was Head of Economics and 
Business Studies. I studied at the London 
School of Economics before entering the 
teaching profession. In my spare time I enjoy 
ten-pin bowling and I have been a life-long 
fan of Queens Park Rangers.’

Miss J Maskell (Textiles)
‘After completing a Masters in Textiles, I 
spent a year teaching Art and Design in 
China. In my spare time I enjoy designing 
and making jewellery, textiles and 
accessories; I am also currently helping to 
build an eco house.’

Miss F S O’Hagan (Philosophy)
‘I taught in comprehensive schools for 
three years before joining Cokethorpe. 
I studied Philosophy at the University of 
Gloucestershire and gained my PGCE at 
the University of Oxford. Outside of school I 
enjoy walking in the Cotswolds and visiting 
my large family.’

Mrs N D Raban (Learning Support)
‘Previously I have been a Teaching Assistant 
at Chandlings School and before that I ran 
my own business designing, making and 
selling silver jewellery. I spend my spare 
time sailing, playing tennis and trying to train 
my puppy!’

Miss S J Skipwith (Drama)
‘Having taught at both an all-girls’ and an 
all-boys’ school, I am now enjoying teaching 
both together! I was an exam invigilator for 
Drama at Cokethorpe last year, and I am 
very happy to now be working here in the 
Drama Department.’

Mrs L J Young (Learning Support)
‘I originally trained as an engineer before 
leaving to complete a Marketing degree. 
Prior to coming to Cokethorpe I worked at 
East Hanney Primary School for four years. 
Outside of school I teach aerobics and 
circuits and walk the dog daily.’

From the Common Room

Wedding Bells
Congratulations to Mrs Lamb (née Salter) 
on her marriage to husband Nick. They were 
married by Reverend Humphreys in the 
School Chapel on 6 August 2011 and held 
their reception in the School grounds.

Christening
The School was delighted to hold the 
christening of Kassia, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Walwyn, in the Chapel on 9 October 2011.

Fundraising for Charity
Well done to Mrs Stubbings who ran the 
Birmingham Half Marathon, raising over 
£450 for children with Leukaemia. Meanwhile 
in November Mr Dubost, Mr Heaney, 
Mr O’Connor, Mr Cavus, Mr Bradford, 
Mr Belassie, Mr Griffin, Mr Jerrams and 
Reverend Humphreys, or the self-named 
Cokethorpe Handlebars, donned fine 
moustaches for ‘Movember’ and raised over 
£1,800 for men’s health awareness.


